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Smart Computing Magazine 

Lindsay Albers will present to user group members, 

on behalf of Sandhills Publishing. 

The presentation, aiming to educate attendees about 

Sandhills Publishing‘s magazines and the Smart 

Computing User Group Program, will step members 

through an issue of Smart Computing, convey the 

value of SmartComputing.com through a live 

demonstration, and introduce attendees to Smart 

Computing‘s sister publications - PC Today, First 

Glimpse, Reference Series, and Computer Power User.  

Lindsay will also share information on how to 

receive unlimited computer support from Smart 

Computing.  

Each attendee will receive a packet of Smart 

Computing goodies and be eligible to win other Smart 

Computing merchandise.  

We invite anyone interested in expanding their 

computer knowledge to attend the Boca Raton 

Computer Society meeting. 

The Boca Raton Computer Society meets at 7:30pm 

at the South County Civic Center in Delray Beach.  
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Welcome New Members 
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Leonard Koiles 

Sidney Leass 

Rita C Miller 

Teri Moore 

Ann Newman 

Leonard Nightingale 

Harry Raymond 

Margery Resser 

Nilsa Rivera-Clarke 

Leonard Rosenthal 

Ivan Roth 

Favreau Roy 

Jerry Sachnoff 

Harold Schneider 

Ruth & Silvio Schottland 

Saul Smolar 

Robert Surrey 

Alan Teller 

Morris & Lorraine 
Weinberger 

Charlie Williams 



 4 FEBRUARY 2009 BOCA BITS 

Bob Balogh 

Boca Raton Computer Society 
Presidentõs Message 
By Bob Balogh, President, BRCS 

Communications from the President of Boca Raton Computer 
Society, regarding important issues and information. 

This is the last message you will receive from me as 

the President of BRCS. As I already announced, I will 

remain a part of the Board of Directors, but after three 

years as your President, it is time for fresh blood, a 

replacement, and a rest on my part.  

I thank you all for the support you have given me, as 

well as the organization, over the last three years. I surely 

appreciate it. I am certain we will all support our new 

President just as much. As an aside, I will continue to 

conduct my pre-meeting SIG each month. 

PROGRAM CHAIRPERSON NEEDED 

At this time, we are in need of a volunteer to serve as 

our Program Chairperson. It is essential that someone 

step forward, and assist us in planning our monthly 

meetings.  

Be assured that you will be helped in learning the ins 

and outs of this job. It mainly entails contacting people, 

organizations and/or companies, that can provide 

speakers for our meeting. 

SMART COMPUTING MAGAZINE 

As you already may have noticed, our program for this 

month is Smart Computing magazine. In my estimation, 

it is probably the best computer magazine around. Not 

only is it written in plain, understandable English, but 

they provide phone technical help for all subscribers. 

How can you beat that?  

Not only will you enjoy the presentation, but I am 

certain there will be sample magazines available to those 

members who are unfamiliar with the publication. 

Please join me for this enjoyable and informative 

meeting. 

Bob Balogh 

February, 2009  

Find Out Which USB Device Was Connected To Your Computer And 
Prevent Data Theft 

Ghaus Iftikhar Nakodari 

http://www.addictivetips.com/ 

Posted Thursday, January 21, 2009 

USBDeview is a free utility that lets you check which 

USB devices are currently connected to your computer 

and also you can see which devices were connected 

before. This is the first thing to do when you feel that 

your data or information has been breached.  

It can be helpful in many ways, if you have an office 

computer and feel that someone might have accessed and 

copied some data from your computer, you should install 

this tool and find out the complete details. 

Just run the executable file (no installation required), 

and you will be shown all information in a simple-to-

understand window. 

You can view at what time the device was plugged in 

and plugged out, description of that device, the type of 

device, serial number, product ID, vendor ID, in which 

post it was connected, and more complete details.  

(Continued on page 13) 



BOCA BITS FEBRUARY 2009 5 

This month's lesson picks up where we left off last 

month. We're now going to do some file operations on 

the special file we created for the exercise. 

EXERCISE NUMBER 1  

CREATE NEW FOLDER 

First, we're going to set up a new folder, and prepare 

to move testfile.txt into that folder.  

In the left hand listing, click once on the My Docu-

ments folder.  

Go to the menu at the top of the Explorer window, and 

click on FILE>NEW>FOLDER.  

Now you will see a new folder named "New Folder" 

directly below My Documents.  

It should be highlighted. If not, click once on it, and 

then click on the F2 key. This puts you in "edit" mode, 

and you can change the name of the folder. Change it 

to "Files for your name" (type in your name, without 

the quotes).  

After typing that in, hit the enter key.  

Now you have a new folder which is a personalized 

place for you to store your documents. 

MOVE FILE TO NEW FOLDER 

Next we're going to move the testfile.txt document to 

the new folder. One simple way to do this is to drag it 

from its present folder to its new home.  

DRAG AND DROP 

Get the listing of all the folders on C: in the left hand 

window. Then double click on My Documents.  

The new folder we just created should be showing in 

the listing on the left, and also in the right hand section 

listing the contents of My Documents.  

Click on ―testfile.txt‖ to select it, and then drag it onto 

the new folder, which you just personalized with your 

name.  

The file has now been moved. To confirm that, double 

click on your new folder, and it should open and list 

the contents. 

DRAGGING TIPS 

Depending upon what Windows version you are using, 

and what file manager you are using the dragging proto-

col may be slightly different.  

Generally in Windows, dragging moves the file, if 

you're dragging to any folder on the same drive. Drag-

ging to a different drive, copies the file.  

Holding the CTRL key down while dragging, always 

copies the file, while using the Shift key always moves 

the files, irrespective of the target location.  

To be sure that you move or copy as you want to do, 

hold the SHIFT key down and drag to move, and the 

CTRL key down and drag to copy. This will work under 

any circumstance.  

Windows does give you a "hint" about this. If you drag 

and see a small + sign in next to the moving mouse cur-

sor, the process you are doing is copying. If there's no + 

sign, then you are moving. 

COPYING TO A FLOPPY DISK 

Next, we're going to copy this file to a floppy disk.  

Insert a floppy into the drive A.  

(Continued on page 6) 

File Management - Part Two 
By Ron Hirsch, BRCS Member & Contributing Editor 
Contact Ron at: Ronhirsch1439@comcast.net 

If you find this material useful, you may want to download this article 
in PDF format, from our web site www.brcs.org. 

This allows readers to keep the material either as a PDF file, and/or 
print it out, and place it in a looseleaf notebook, for future reference. Ron Hirsch 
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Left click on testfile.txt in the new folder to select it. 

Hold down the CTRL key, while dragging the file to 

drive A.  

To confirm that you have copied to file, double click 

on drive A on the left hand listing of Explorer. It 

should show the file listed there.  

Then go back to the original folder for your docu-

ments, to see that it is still there also. If it is - you've 

succeeded.  

If your system does not have a floppy disk drive, or an-

other hard drive, copy to a flash drive. If you have none, 

just skip this step 

DELETING 

Since this isn't a file that you want to keep, let's delete 

it. Click on it once to select it on, wherever it was copied 

to. Then hit the delete key and OK. Repeat the process for 

the other location also. 

NOTE: During these activities, you probably have no-

ticed small "+" and "-" signs on certain of the 

listings in Windows Explorer (or any file 

manager).  

 The "+" sign indicates that there are subfold-

ers within the folder listed. To expand the list-

ing to show them, click on the "+" sign.  

 The "-" sign indicates that the folder has sub-

folders, and they are already shown. To col-

lapse that listing, click on the "-"sign.  

 Clicking toggles the situation back and forth. 

NOTE:  Windows Explorer is not ―Internet Explorer‖, 

so don't get confused here. 

This is the end of the exercise, on beginning basics of 

file management. Obviously, you can modify any of the 

procedures given, to suit your specific needs.  

Comments 

If you are now adept at all the steps, you've got a good 

start on things.  

As with most things in Windows, there are generally 

several ways to so things. Rather than confuse things, I'm 

keeping things as simple as I can. 

If you had difficulty following the previous steps, it 

might be a good idea for you to consider one of the intro-

ductory Windows courses, given by various organizations 

in our area.  

When someone asks me "what do you mean by 

'click'?", I pass for the moment. It's like the person who 

called Compaq tech support. He couldn't find the "any 

key", when the instructions said "click on any key", he 

said his keyboard didn't have an "any key." 

Alternate File Managers 

Now that you can handle file management basics, you 

should consider getting a better file manager. There are 

two good choices out there.  

As with all things, if you plan on using a file manager 

often now, you should use a more capable program. It's 

like a car. If you plan on driving a lot, a new 2008 Lexus 

is generally more fun than a stripped down old 1965 

Chevy. 

I was disappointed when I saw at Microsoft has done 

very little with Windows Explorer. Of all the good pro-

grams MS may have provided, Windows Explorer was 

not one. Not to worry though - all the things you've 

learned so far will carry over into any file manager.  

There are a variety of good, and one GREAT, file 

managers out there. Do a general Google search for 

―Windows file managers‖, and a bunch of hits will dis-

play. Some are add-ons to Windows Explorer, while oth-

ers are standalone programs.  

OPUS 9 

If you want the finest file manager ever created for 

Widows, look at Opus 9, available at: 

http://nudel.dopus.com/opus9/. 

Be warned however, that this is not a cheap program. It 

costs about $57 (US), but is without peer. If you are an 

advanced user, this is the one to get.  

(File ManagementðPart Two Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Window Pains 
By Bob Balogh, President, BRCS 

Please note: My email address for getting help is 
helpbrcs@yahoo.com. If you are in need of help, please forward 
your problem to that address. Additionally, if there is any particular 
subject you would like to see covered just let me know.  Bob Balogh 

Once again I am recycling an article from a few years 

back, as the problem it addresses has been raised, more 

than a few times in the last couple of months. 

Is it as Bad as it seems? It depends on whether you can 

keep your ―cool‖. Let‘s do a little trouble shooting. 

TASK 

Recently a friend asked me to make him a copy of a 

graphics program I was using. ―No problem‖, I replied. 

After all, using your CD burner all it takes is a few min-

utes and the disk is created. Well you know Murphy‘s 

law, ―Whatever can go wrong will‖, and it did.  

PROBLEM 1 - PROCEDURE STALLED 

While going to Disk to Disk in making a copy of the 

graphics disk, the entire procedure stopped at 51% cop-

ied, however the light remained on, showing that it was 

still in process.  

After waiting what seemed to be an eternity, it was ap-

parent that it would go no further.  

PROBLEM 2 - CAN NOT CLOSE DOWN 

No problem – right? After all, just stop the program 

from running, open the two drives, DVD and CD-RW, 

remove the disks, and try again. Wrong!!! It did not 

work. Everything froze.  

When trying to stop the operation through the Task 

Manager it still would not quit. The three fingered salute 

failed. OK I thought, I‘ll just shutdown the system. 

Wrong again, it would not close down.  

Well, I remained cool, thought for a moment about 

―opening the window‖, an inside joke for those in my 

SIG, and pulled the power plug. How‘s that for staying 

cool?  

RESOLUTION OF PROBLEM 2 

I forgot I have a UPS installed. For the uninitiated, that 

is an Uninterruptible Power Supply. By the way, I recom-

mend that everyone install a UPS, particularly in our area 

of spikes, thunderstorms, lightening and power outages. 

My System remained functioning until I unplugged it 

from the UPS.  

PROBLEM 3 - DRAWERS WILL NOT OPEN 

Of course the drawers can‘t open on a closed system.  

What would you do in this situation? Some years ago I 

would have been beside myself. Cold sweats, fear, rage 

and . . .  

First off you have to stay calm. This was easy, since I 

knew the next step.  

RESOLUTION OF PROBLEM 3 

Just look at your case and you will see that the holes 

are easy to find. They are the small holes on the larger 

ones.  

All you have to do if they are ―stuck‖, in the closed 

position, is open a paper clip and stick it in the hole. The 

drive will slide out, and you can then remove the disk 

that is in it. By the way, the same is true for such other 

add ons as your Floppy Disk. 

Look at the pictures on the following page (they were 

clearer if I made them bigger, but that took up too much 

room) and you will note small holes in the DVD and CD-

RW slots on your computer case.  

(Continued on page 8) 
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PROBLEM 3 - PART 2 

Ok all is well or is it? What I forgot to tell you is I 

tried to open the DVD slot while it was running. The 

noise it made was a grinding sound.  

What should I do now that the disks are out? Did I do 

any damage? What should I do now?  

Well, I took a disk, that I knew was good, and made a 

copy of it, and it worked fine, so now I knew ―Disk to 

Disk‖ copying worked.  

Then, just to be certain, I made a music disk, from 

some songs I have on my hard drive, and that came out 

fine. Now I knew that drag and dropping files to be cop-

ied also worked.  

LESSON LEARNED 

The lesson was simple. After you think you solved the 

problem, test your equipment, to make certain it is still 

working as it should.  

In this case all worked out fine.  

(Pains Continued from page 7) 
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Ask Computer Tutor 
Pamela Tabak receives numerous computer-related questions via  
email, and during classroom presentations.  

She selects those she feels are of common interest to most BRCS 
members, and forwards them to us for publication here in Boca Bits.  

QUESTION:  

I have lost my ―Ribbon‖ (toolbar) in Microsoft Office 

2007. It was present at the top of my document, but sud-

denly disappeared. How can I get it back and make it stay 

visible? 

ANSWER:  

You may have inadvertently clicked the ―CTRL‖ key, 

and the ―F1‖ key, and this made the ―Ribbon‖ disappear.  

If you wish the ―Ribbon‖ to be permanently at the head 

of your document, just hold down the ―CTRL‖ key and 

click the ―F1‖ key, and it will reappear.  

If you wish the ―Ribbon‖ to appear only when you need 

it, you can do so by just clicking on the selections at the 

top of the page, and it will briefly appear, so that you can 

make your selections. 

QUESTION:  

I have prepared a long document, with numbered para-

graphs. Sometimes I need to insert a paragraph, in be-

tween those already numbered, but find that I have to 

change all the numbers manually, in the paragraphs below 

my insertion.  

Is there a way that the numbers will change automati-

cally when I insert a new numbered paragraph? I am using 

Word 2007. 

ANSWER:  

The best way to fix this is to click into the space right 

before your first paragraph, and click on the ―Numbering‖ 

icon that appears on your ―ribbon‖ in Word 2007, or 

―toolbar‖ in Word 2003. This will change the ―format‖ to 

the ―numbering‖ sequence.  

Pamela Tabak 

Repeat this action before each ready made numbered 

paragraph.  

When you insert a new paragraph, it will create the 

number automatically, and the sequence below will 

change accordingly. 

QUESTION:  

Sometimes the icons on the toolbar, in my Office 

documents, become ―grayed out‖ and I cannot click on 

them.  

What should I do? 

ANSWER:  

You will need to click into the document, to make 

your ―insertion point‖ active, and the icons on the toolbar 

will once again become active. 

QUESTION:  

I saved a two page document, but when I went to re-

trieve it nothing but the title appeared. I found the title 

everywhere; I searched ―all folders‖ etc. - in "file" on the 

word page, and I found it the usual way, but only the title 

came up in every case, no text at all.  

I started a new document in Word the next day, and 

typed only three paragraphs, and then saved it several 

times, but the same thing happened.  

I would like to know what I did to cause this so that it 

won't happen again.  

(Continued on page 17) 
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Hasta la Vista 
by Lee Reynolds, Member BRCS 

I'm told the literal meaning of "hasta la vista" in Spanish is "until the seeing." Or 
maybe a more adequate translation is "see you later."  

But in this column, I'm using that phrase to invite you to take a look at Microsoft's 
latest version of Windows: Vista. 

Multibooting And New Boot Loader 

If you are dual booting Windows XP and Windows 

Vista on your computer and due to problems are forced 

to repair or reinstall the XP partition, you may run into 

the problem described in this Microsoft article: 

http://support.microsoft.com/kb/919529 

Windows Vista no longer starts after you install an 

earlier version of the Windows operating system in a 

dual-boot configuration 

The problem is that Windows Vista no longer uses the 

old boot loader used by Windows XP.  

When you reinstall XP, Setup overwrites everything 

from the MBR (the Master Boot Record), the boot sector, 

and the boot files, and thus loses communication with the 

installation of Vista, so you will only be able to boot into 

XP.  

Windows Vista uses a new Boot Configuration Data-

base (BCD.) This contains a boot menu and information 

about all operating systems installed on the computer.  

In XP, the BIOS loads the Master Boot Record, which 

contains the partition table and some boot execution code 

that searches the partition table to find which partition is 

active and then passes control to its boot sector. That 

boot sector loads a hidden file called NTLDR, which 

looks at the Boot.ini file to find which operating systems 

are installed. But Vista, after the MBR and boot sector 

are loaded, then executes a boot manager called 

Bootmgr.exe that is hidden in the \Boot folder. Bootmgr 

will look at the BCD file in order to determine what oper-

ating systems are present on your computer. 

The article above gives information on how to use a 

program called BcdEdit to restore operation of both ver-

sions of Windows that you are using. It also gives in-

structions on the correct way to install a dual boot sys-

tem, and how to remove Windows Vista from a dual 

booting system. 

This web page gives more information on the Vista 

boot loader and the BcdEdit utility: 

http://www.windowsbbs.com/windows-vista/55153-

info-vistas-new-boot-loader.html 

If BcdEdit seems a bit too complicated to use, you can 

try this free utility, called VistaBootPro: 

http://www.vistabootpro.org/ 

Install it in XP and run it to restore your dual boot. 

Welcome Screen And Autologon 

If you were using the Welcome Screen in Windows 

XP, then probably the first thing you will notice when 

you have installed Windows Vista is its new version of 

this.  

It will contain account pictures of all users that you 

have set up when installing Vista, or upgrading to it, and 

if there are more than one, then you click the picture be-

fore entering your password. If there is only one user set 

up, then you just enter the password. If you had not set 

up a password, then you won't even see the Welcome 

Screen. 

One of the various changes to the Welcome Screen is 

documented in this Microsoft article: 

http://support.microsoft.com/kb/926183 

The administrator account does not appear on the 

Windows Vista Welcome screen 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The built-in Administrator account is now disabled 

and cannot log on to the computer in Safe mode, as was 

true previously in the Home version of Windows XP.  

There are cases, during setup, where the built-in Ad-

ministrator account will be enabled (if an upgrade from 

XP determines that this is the only active local adminis-

trator account), but the account will be installed in 

Admin Approval mode. 

With Administrator Approval Mode, Windows Vista 

will run most applications with standard user permis-

sions, even if the user is an administrator. If a user wishes 

to run a program that requires administrator permissions, 

they must give consent through a User Account Control 

prompt. This helps limit malware's ability to make sys-

tem-wide changes without the administrator's knowledge.  

AUTOLOGON 

If you have one or more accounts set up on Vista with 

passwords, you can make your computer log on auto-

matically to one of them, by using a free tool called 

Autologon.exe that has been provided by Vista develop-

ers as a powertoy (not officially supported by Microsoft, 

however.)  

You can download it from here: 

http://shellrevealed.com/files/folders/code/

entry4411.aspx  

Its use is explained on this page: 

http://shellrevealed.com/blogs/shellblog/

archive/2006/10/11/A-useful-tool-for-setting-up-

autologon.aspx 

PASSWORD STORAGE 

Normally, a password will be stored in clear text in the 

Registry, at the following location: 

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Microsoft\Win

dowsNT\CurrentVersion\Winlogon 

The password will be stored in a value named default-

password. 

The Autologon.exe will store this password as an LSA 

Secret, which is much more secure than clear text in the 

registry. (LSA Secret, where LSA stands for Local Secu-

rity Authority, is used to store information such as the 

passwords for service accounts used to start services un-

der an account other than local System.)  

ELEVATED COMMAND PROMPT 

The Autologon.exe program must be run from an ele-

vated command prompt, which you can do as follows: 

Press the Win key 

Type CMD 

Press Ctrl+Shift+Enter 

Then hit Alt+C to confirm the elevation prompt. 

ALWAYS LOGON  

To set up your computer to always logon with a cer-

tain account name, such as <UserAccountName>, type 

this at the command prompt: 

Autologon.exe /Set /Username:<UserAccountName> 

AUTOLOGON NEXT 5 REBOOTS 

You can set up the computer to autologon 

<UserAccountName> on the next 5 reboots, after which 

the computer will then no longer autologon, with: 

Autologon.exe /Set /Username:<UserAccountName> /

Count:5 

CLEAR AUTOLOGON DATA 

The following command clears the autologon data: 

Autologon.exe /Delete 

(Hasta la Vista Continued from page 10) 

―Computers have enabled people to make more mistakes faster 

than almost any invention in history, with the possible exception 

of tequila and hand guns‖ 

Mitch Ratcliffe 
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Introduction 

I do a lot of research online, on a variety of topics, 

such as homeland security, and cyber security, and like to 

save digital copies of websites, articles, and news stories.  

I also like to save secure and stable digital copies of 

documents I create, such as Word, PowerPoint, Excel, 

tax forms, and other documents, where they will always 

appear exactly as the originals, and are difficult to alter.  

I also exchange documents of various types with many 

others, some of whom have different software and oper-

ating systems than I have, but would like to view the 

documents exactly as prepared.  

To resolve these problems, and create a universal stan-

dard format that works seamlessly, on virtually all oper-

ating systems, the software publisher Adobe created the 

―PDF‖ or ―Portable Document Format‖, which has be-

come the defacto standard for universal document ex-

change.  

While feature rich, and still widely considered as the 

premier PDF writing utility, the Adobe Acrobat PDF 

writing software is relatively expensive ($300 for the 

new Standard Edition – Version 9).  

In recent years, several competitors to Adobe PDF 

Writer have appeared, and fortunately for us, some of 

them are available for free! I have tried several of the free 

PDF writers, and they all function substantially the same.  

I have also successfully used the PDF function built 

into the excellent and free office suite, OpenOffice 3 

(openoffice.org), which can create PDF documents from 

each of the components in its suite of software, but does 

not create PDFs from other sources.  

Some of the free PDF writing utilities include advertis-

ing and watermarks in the documents created, clearly 

displaying to all readers that the user is using free soft-

ware; the appearance of ads and commercial watermarks 

in a document makes it unacceptable (to me) for all but 

distinctly personal use.  

Two of the free PDF writers that I have used, and con-

tinue to use, which are also free of advertising and com-

mercial watermarks are: 

CutePDF Writer, www.cutepdf.com 

and 

PrimoPDF, (www.primopdf.com). 

CutePDF Writer 

CutePDF Writer is a small download of only 1.6 megs, 

but also requires the download and installation of a free 

GNU Ghostscript converter (5 megs), which is available 

on the CutePDF download page.  

Downloading and installation of CutePDF Writer and 

GNU Ghostscript were fast and easy.  

CutePDF Writer is not run separately as a utility, but is 

in reality installed as a printer driver, and shows up under 

the ―Printers and Faxes‖ heading in the control panel. 

Using CutePDF Writer to create PDF files is fast and 

easy, and can be accessed from the ―Print‖ function in 

any software that supports printing.  

To create a PDF file from any source, simply click on 

―Print‖ and select CutePDF Writer from the pull-down 

printer menu, and then print as if the document was sim-

ply going to a printer.  

(Continued on page 13) 

xx 

Create PDF Documents for FREE  
By Ira Wilsker, APCUG Director; Columnist, The Examiner, Beaumont 
TX; Radio & Talk Show Host.  

WEBSITEs: 

http://www.cutepdf.com 

http://www.primopdf.com  
Ira Wilsker 
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CutePDF Writer appears as an installed printer, and 

for all practical purposes is treated as a physical printer. 

When the print function is activated, CutePDF Writer 

transparently and quickly converts the document into a 

―WYSIWYG‖ (What You See Is What You Get) docu-

ment in the PDF format.  

Rather than printing to paper, CutePDF Writer prints 

to a digital file in the PDF format, which can be saved 

wherever desired. As a PDF file, it can be opened by any 

PDF viewer or reader, and it will appear exactly as cre-

ated, including all fonts, colors, graphics, and formatting.  

Because PDF files can be universally opened and 

viewed, PDF is an ideal format to email to others who 

may not have the same document creation software that 

you have.  

I have personally used CutePDF Writer extensively, 

and routinely install it on all of my computers. CutePDF 

Writer is totally free, and does not contain any advertis-

ing or watermarks. It is explicitly free to all, including 

personal, commercial, educational, and government use.  

Computer Shopper magazine rates CutePDF Writer as 

one of the best 50 downloads available. The publisher of 

CutePDF Writer obviously hopes that users of the free 

Writer product will upgrade to the more powerful com-

mercial product, CutePDF Professional, currently avail-

able on the website for $49.95. 

Primo PDF 

There is another excellent and free PDF creator which 

I occasionally use, and that is PrimoPDF, which self-

proclaims that it is the ―World‘s #1 Free PDF Creator‖.  

Download.com indicates that over 9.5 million copies 

of PrimoPDF have been downloaded from that site alone.  

PrimoPDF is a 10.6 mb download, and will run on all 

versions of Windows from 98 to Vista; no other 

downloaded files are necessary to install, and run, Pri-

moPDF.  

As do other PDF writers, it installs as a printer driver, 

and is used as a printer to save PDF files. Like the others, 

clicking on ―Print‖, and selecting PrimoPDF as the 

printer, PrimoPDF will create the file as a PDF, and al-

low the user to save the PDF wherever desired.  

PrimoPDF offers more save options than CutePDF, 

including the ability to vary the degree of compression 

and size of the PDF file based on the intended final use. 

If the user wants a file that is only to be viewed onscreen, 

it will create the smallest possible file; if the file is in-

tended for publishing or other uses, a larger, higher qual-

ity file may be saved.  

Alternatively, PrimoPDF allows the user to determine 

quality and file size with a single click by selecting the 

intended final use, such as screen, eBook, print, prepress 

(commercial printing), and a customized output.  

Compared to most other PDF writing utilities, Pri-

moPDF is very feature rich. For those who want even 

more capability and features, PrimoPDF offers its com-

mercial version, NitroPDF Professional for $99. 

Conclusion 

Creating PDF files is remarkably easy, and requires 

absolutely no additional skills. It is an excellent way to 

distribute documents across platforms. Both the simpler 

CutePDF Writer and the more sophisticated PrimoPDF 

will serve their users well.  

(Create PDF Continued from page 12) 

You can also run this tool on a remote computer if you 

have complete access over it. 

The only drawback is that it does not display which 

files were copied by the USB device, if the developer 

includes this feature, it would turn out to become a killer 

utility.  

But it‘s not a big problem through, suppose you doubt 

that your friend might have connected his USB to your 

computer, you can borrow his USB, connect it to your 

system, and run this tool, if the serial number matches 

with the one that was connected before it means that your 

friend connected his USB without your permission.  

You can catch him red handed very easily. Enjoy! 

Reprinted with permission. 

(Addictive Tips Continued from page 4) 
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This article has been obtained from APCUG with the 

authorôs permission for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the permission of the au-

thor (see e-mail address above). 

We‘re constantly bombarded by the subject of energy 

conservation—‗green‘ this and ‗green‘ that. I think that 

much of our problem is our ‗disposable society‘. On top 

of that it seems that most people tend to be ‗green‘ only 

if it fits into their budget and lifestyle. It is a little diffi-

cult to rationalize spending $25,000 on a solar array for a 

house that will take a decade to ‗pay for itself‘. 

But, if you happen to be looking for another computer 

and you‘re willing to spend some spare time and effort, 

you can rescue good parts from a premature demise and 

save money at the same time. How?Read on! 

Timing Is Everything 

Around here we have ‗transfer stations‘ to which local 

residents take their refuse and recyclables if they don‘t 

have curbside pickup or another service. The transfer sta-

tion is somewhat of a presorting point before everything 

goes to a larger dump site. 

What amazes me is that people seem to be willing to 

pay a few bucks to throw away things that could be recy-

cled or disposed of for no cost—just a bit more effort. No 

matter. That works out well for me—I can shop! 

I need more computer equipment like I need another 

hole in my head. What I always seem to lack are good 

motherboards to match up with the spare DVD drive here 

and spare hard drive there. On a recent trip to the dump I 

hit pay dirt!Someone had dropped off a bunch of com-

puter equipment and I got there early enough in the day 

to have relatively fresh dibs! 

Weeding Out Junk 

Knowing that ‗garbage‘ tends to be at dumps, I look 

for specific traits when considering a rescue of any would

-be junk. Last thing I want to do is throw it away when I 

get home and you can‘t exactly test things at a transfer 

station. This is a good exercise in knowing your hard-

ware as you can just take home the good stuff and leave 

everything else there. As luck would have it, I found a 

gutted case with a motherboard stripped of everything 

but the CPU and heat sink. Even the BIOS battery was 

gone!They did leave the power supply, though. 

Back to the Bench 

So far my out-of-pocket expense is $0.00 and I‘d like 

to keep it that way!I take the guts home and blow them 

out with an air-compressor. The minimum needed to suc-

cessfully power on a motherboard are a power supply, 

motherboard, CPU, fan, and memory. Unfortunately I 

didn‘t have any memory on hand for this motherboard, so 

now it‘s time to do some leg work and see if I should 

consider spending the money when I don‘t even know if 

the board works. 

(Continued on page 15) 

Build a ôGreenõ PC on a Budget 
By Rob Limbaugh, President, Danbury Area Computer Society, CT 

www.dacs.org ñ Relimbaugh (at) dacs.org 

Figure 1ñIntroduction 
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The motherboard, in this case, can be identified by a 

silkscreen of ―PTGD1-LA‖ between the PCI slots. This 

cross-references to a board used in HP Pavilion Ax00 

systems. This gives me access to motherboard details so I 

know what the connecting pins are, memory require-

ments, and other details necessary to do troubleshooting. 

Yippee, memory for this board is on sale right now—

1GB for $27! 

Good, Bad, or Ugly? 

In this situation I presume the components are good 

until proven faulty. Having all the dust blown off, I sniff 

around the motherboard. That‘s right… using my nose, I 

sniff around the motherboard. The power supply, too. 

Fried components have a burnt smell. All smells good. 

Powering on a working system with the memory re-

moved should get yield ‗memory error‘ beep codes from 

the motherboard. I power everything on and get beep 

codes indicating bad memory. During this time I listen 

for fan noise out of the power supply and the CPU fan. 

Nothing that sounds like skateboard wheels on pavement. 

Things are looking good! 

Many motherboards take CR2023 batteries for mem-

ory, including this one. I picked up a two-pack along 

with a 1GB stick of PC-3200 memory. So far I‘m out 

about $30 and still don‘t know if this will fire up com-

pletely—but odds are in my favor. Besides, if I needed 

PC-3200 and PC batteries today, I‘d need them in the 

future for another find later. 

Hot Dog! 

With the memory seated and a battery added, I fired 

up the machine and the screen came up! Woo-Hoo! 

Looking really good now! And it‘s a P4! (See Figure 2) 

I gathered up a spare SATA hard drive and DVD drive 

and connected them to the system. BIOS reported the 

devices. Turns out this is an Intel P4 3.0GHz CPU with 

Hyper-threading. (See Figure 3) 

Wrapping It Up 

Sure this isn‘t a screaming-fast brand new machine, 

but it has much potential and is still quite useful. Some-

day, the parts will wind up being recycled through the 

transfer station for good—but not today. For now, it has a 

new life.  

This board has integrated video, audio, and four SATA 

ports. It has IDE, USB, PCI Express, and legacy connec-

tions. It is also very quiet.  

This is not bad find at all! I will probably use this as 

the start of my network storage system. 

Now if only I could get my hands on some DVD-RW 

drives that don‘t work... 

(óGreenô PC Continued from page 14) 

Figure 2 ñ Power On Figure 3 ñ BIOS 
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New Board Of Directors 

All of the 2008 members of the Board, were reelected, 

with the exception of Dr. Charles Bender, who is being 

replaced by Richard Brenner, our Membership 

Coordinator. 

Current President Bob Balogh will be stepping down, 

but remaining as a Director. A new President will be 

selected at the February 9th Board Meeting. 

Program Coordinator 

We are still in the need of a Program Coordinator. 

This position ensures that we get top quality speakers, 

and presentations, keeping BRCS relevant and exciting. 

You do not need any special skills for this position, we 

will provide assistance and necessary resources. 

If you are interested in this vital position, please 

contact a Board member. 

New Material 

APCUG 

I have received some filler material from APCUG, 

through their sharepoint.apcug.net site. This consists of 

information from Kim Komando, computer/internet 

jokes, and some inspirational material. 

This material will be used in conjunction with the 

various cartoons I have received permission to use and 

that have been appearing for a few months, when 

necessary. 

RSS FEEDS 

There are some Windows related RSS feeds, which I 

regularly visit, that have some good information.  

I have been contacting the blog authors, when I find 

items of interest and requesting permission to use their 

tips in our newsletter. 

For the most part, all I have to do is ask, and receive a 

response quickly. I always contact the author, even if 

there is an applicable license.  

I also email the blog author, when I use their material, 

with a link to the Boca Bits issue, and where their 

material appears. 

The following are ones for which I have permission, 

please check them out, and subscribe to their RSS feed, if 

you want to receive more information. 

THE WIN VISTA CLUB 

The Win Vista Club tips are under a Creative 

Commons Attribution 2.5 license, and will appear on a 

semi-regular basis. 

http://winvistaclub.com 

ADDICTIVE TIPS 

I have received permission from Ghaus Iftikhar 

Nakodari, to use any of his tips, with certain restrictions, 

as I see fit. 

http://www.addictivetips.com/ 

Comments Solicited 

Please send your comments and / or suggestions to: 

brcssefc@earthlink.net 

Please include a subject line, that begins with: 

Bits Comment 

This will enable me to quickly distinguish it from 

other emails. 

Editorõs Note 
By Steve Costello 

This is where the editor communicates with you, the reader. 

Here you will find information regarding upcoming changes in 
format and / or content. 
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ANSWER:  

I believe that you may have clicked on the option to 

―Hide‖ the text, so you will need to ―uncheck‖ this op-

tion, as explained in the steps below, which show how to 

―Hide‖ text and then make it visible: 

1. Select the text you want to hide. 

2. Click on the Format menu, click Font, and then 

click the Font Tab. 

3. Select the ―Hidden‖ check box.  

(See Figure Figure 1.) 

4. Click OK. 

Note: To view hidden text on the screen, click 

the Show/Hide icon, ,on the Standard toolbar..  

If this is not visible on your toolbar, find it on the 

―Toolbar Options‖ symbol, and click on it to make it 

active.  

Pamela invites members to e-mail computer-based 

questions to http://tinyurl.com/ask-pamela,.more often 

than not you will receive and answer within 24 hours. 

(Ask Computer Tutor Continued from page 9) 

Figure 1 
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December 15, 2008 Meeting 

GOOGLE SECRETS 

Approximately forty people were at the Cascade Lakes 

Computer Club meeting on December 15. The presenta-

tion was so impressive and informative that I was aghast.  

Jerry Naditch, Vice President of the Boca Raton Com-

puter Society was the guest speaker who let us in on 

―Google Secrets‖.  

One after the other, he showed us the, almost endless, 

possibilities of how Google can pop up information in 

answer to so many inquiries. 

EXAMPLES 

§ You can find out local time anywhere. Simply put 

the words local time and the location in the Google 

line and enter. The answer will appear at the top of 

the result screen.  

§ You can track flight status by simply putting the 

airline and flight number in the Google line and 

not have to go to the airline‘s site.  

§ Do you want to know how dollars convert to euros 

or any other currency? Just put the essential infor-

mation into the Google line and out pops the an-

swer.  

§ Track a package from any one of the different ser-

vices (UPS, US Post Office, Fed Ex) by simply 

putting just the tracking number in the Google line 

and enter. You don‘t even need to put the name of 

the service. Google knows the difference with just 

the number.  

§ Get dictionary definitions; put in define and the 

word.  

§ Get translations of words to other languages.  

§ Put movies and your zip code to get listings of the 

movies and show times in your area. 

ARCHIVED LOCATION 

The entire presentation can be seen at http://brcs.org/

secrets.swf. Take a look. You‘ll be as overwhelmed as I 

was and learn so many tricks.  

Meeting Information 

Every meeting of our Computer Club provides such 

valuable and useful information that, if I miss a meeting, 

I‘m so disappointed. You can‘t get this kind of instruc-

tion for any price.  

By-the-way, the club has no membership fee and all 

the meetings are free to every resident.  

In addition, there are door prizes without any purchase 

of the tickets. You‘re simply handed a ticket as you come 

in. Hope to see you at the next meeting. 

Suzanne J. Wertheim 

January 6, 2009 Meeting Minutes 

Jerry Frank, President of KPCC opened the meeting at 

11:30am, wishing everyone attendance a very happy and 

healthy New Year. 

PROGRAM 

Les Hallock, V.P‘s program for today is titled ―How to 

Download Digital Images, Process and Edit Them.‖  

As usual, our programs are available to members for 

the asking. In this case, Les requested we e-mail Harold, 

and he will send the request to Les.  

We are to remember, always list the date the program 

was given in the Subject‖ column. 

We are reminded that photos in our computer can be 

run as a slide show, and to name our folders so they con-

tain a recognized description of what is in the folder and 

can be retrieved easily.  

Q&A 

A question and answer period followed. 

(Continued on page 19) 

Cascade Lakes Computer Club 
George Brucks, Milton Sherman, Co-Presidents 

Kings Point Computer Club 
Jerry Frank, President 
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Unfortunately, Computer Maven Dave Waterman, was 

unable to attend this meeting.  

Harold Grubert, V.P., discussed a web site, which in-

cludes almost all the individual program icons one could 

want regarding all manner of information.  

If you are interested, please contact Harold and he will 

share this with you. 

UPCOMING 

Our next meeting will take place on February 3rd, 

2008, in the Social Room, at the usual time of 11:30am. I 

look forward to seeing you then. 

Regards, Jerry  

Meeting of January 8, 2009 

What a great feeling it is to have to arrange a presenta-

tion for your Club, knowing that you will have a winner 

with anyone of the BRCS group as your Speaker. One of 

the perks of being a Chapter Club. Our meeting on Janu-

ary 8th was no exception.  

PROGRAM 

Bob Balogh, current President of the BRCS, was our 

invited guest speaker. His presentation was basically the 

same as the one that has attracted throngs of members, at 

the BRCS General meetings, on the 3rd Wednesday of 

every month. 

Bob apprised the audience of his current Freeware fa-

vorites such as ―Code Stuff Starter‖ and ―Spybot S&D‖ 

to help speed up their PC‘s., since some of the things that 

slow them down are Spyware and unnecessary programs 

opening at start-up.  

After showing everyone how to use these programs, he 

answered the many questions posed to him about any-

thing and everything that our members could think of.  

What a delight it was to see how he charmed this 

group with his unique delivery and response. 

UPCOMING 

At our Feb. meeting we will try something entirely 

different from our usual programming..  

It will be an original power point presentation by Don 

Flintzer on the ―History of the Computer‖. I, for one, can 

not wait to see it. 

Don, one of our own members, has done presentations 

for us before, and each one was worthwhile, and well 

received. 

Our Website is : www.hlcompclub.homestead.com 

Lou Strumlauf, President  

Meeting of January 19, 2009 

We began the year Jan. 19th. with a dynamite presen-

tation by Dorothy McKay, our Gleneagles Graphics 

Dept. Director.  

Dorothy is the creator of our new Country Club 

―interactive‖ website (www.gleneagles.cc), into which 

she has added a number of useful twists.  

The Public area naturally has lots of ―sales‖ style dia-

log for the prospective home buyer, but enter the 

―Members Only‖ area, with your user name and pass-

word, and all kinds of great things are available.  

Dorothy can be reached at info@gleneagles.cc if you 

have questions. 

MEMBERS ONLY 

After you login, the resident directory includes profile 

information that each resident has authorized for publica-

tion, but all resident‘s names and telephone numbers are 

available, as well as their E-mail.  

INDIVIDUAL PROFILE 

Your individual profile has 30-40 items you can enter 

and display, or not, as you choose.  

(Chapter News Continued from page 18) 

(Continued on page 20) 

Huntington Lakes Computer Club 
Lou Strumlauf, President 

Gleneagles Computer Club 
Jerry Bartzoff, President 



 20 FEBRUARY 2009 BOCA BITS 

For example Birthday (month and day), plus college 

attended, summer address, if any, and lots of other valu-

able information about your friends and neighbors.  

MONTHLY MAGAZINE 

The ―Eagle‖ monthly magazine is on-line for reading, 

and/or printing, just like our Boca Bits. Residents can opt 

to get it only in a digital form , which saves printing and 

postage as well. 

OPT IN 

Another aspect, the ―Opt-In‖ type of group, like our 

Computer Club. When selected, you receive important E-

mails about computer happenings.  

You can also select Tennis, Golf, and other special 

interest groups.  

EVENT RESERVATIONS 

Dorothy also set up a ―reservation‖ input for the Com-

puter Club‘s Open House, on Monday Jan. 26, where 

residents can make a reservation for the event. An E-mail 

confirmation is sent to the resident, and the information 

is forwarded to the proper individual, or department 

head. In this case, our club president Jerry Bartzoff got 

all the reservations in his E-mail. Good thing that it was 

only a test training setup, as the open house is OPEN.  

Dinner reservations, Golf Tee Times, Tennis Court 

times and lots more can all be done right from the web 

calendar by a resident. New and exciting things are being 

added every month. 

COMPUTER CLASSES 

Monday, Jan. 26th will start our fourth round of com-

puter classes this season with Beginners, Intro to Word, 

Internet, E-mail, Advanced Word, Excel, Print Shop, and 

Photo Elements being taught.  

Classes this year are 1 hr. 30 minutes each, and run for 

3 weeks. Many residents, who never owned or used a 

computer, have purchased a computer as a result of our 

classes . They now enjoy communicating with their chil-

dren and grand-children on a regular basis.  

Skype, the free internet phone type of service is a big 

hit in our community – some with video cameras as well. 

Classes are scheduled right through April this year and 

are open to all residents. 

UPCOMING 

FEBRUARY 

On Monday, February 2nd, at 2:30pm, we will have a 

‖special‖ monthly general meeting, featuring David 

―Rudy‖ Rutenberg on the subject of ―Everything you 

wanted to know about E-mail‖.  

Our Monday meeting, on February 16th. will be a dy-

namic presentation of ―Voice Commands‖ and handicap 

computer use.  

MARCH 

The March 2nd. ―special‖ will feature Digital Photo 

processing, presented by Dr. Gerald Dinerman, of BRCS.   

March 16, Mike Blackman will tell us all about 

VISTA.  

APRIL 

Our April 20th. meeting will find Dr. Stanley War-

shaw showing how to create, and maintain, a family web-

site, plus have your own BLOG.  

CONCLUSION 

Busy, Busy, Busy at Gleneagles!  

Watch our website www.gleneaglescomputer.org, for 

more information, on-line class registration, and all the 

news about our Vista Generation community. 

(Chapter News Continued from page 19) 

―Technically, Windows is an "operating system," which means 

that it supplies your computer with the basic commands that it 

needs to suddenly, with no warning whatsoever, stop operating.‖ 

Dave Barry 
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For others, there are lots of freeware and shareware 

programs. Review the Google search results to see what 

will fit you best, assuming you would like to work with 

something superior to Windows Explorer. 

POWERDESK 

Another good (and free) choice is PowerDesk. You 

can get a free copy of version 7 of the program by 

downloading it from: 

http://www.snapfiles.com/get/powerdeskfree.html  

ZDNet should also have it available. If you like the 

program, you can purchase a registered version, with a 

few more features, and no nag screens. 

Conclusion 

With any of these file managers, or Windows Ex-

plorer, the best way to learn is to "browse around", and 

play with things.  

Click on various menu items, practice copying and 

moving files, and be inquisitive.  

REMEMBER, all the things you learn in these exer-

cises apply to all the programs you'll be using on your 

Windows computer. 

Computer learning can be likened to taking piano les-

sons - you can't learn to play if you don't practice.  

Maybe someday we'll be able to get a "chip", that we 

can plug into our brains to acquire all sorts of capabili-

ties, without the time consuming, old-fashioned, learning 

process. But for now, we have to rely on present tech-

niques which take time and effort. In the long run, the ef-

fort is well worth it. 

Learning to manage your files is a very important ac-

tivity for all computer users to learn. So, how about get-

ting started on that right now.  

Remember, you don't always have to be doing a for-

mal lesson. Start exploring, and investigate, all the areas 

where you haven't been before.  

Instead of surfing the Internet, surf you own computer, 

You'll find lots of exciting things. And remember, any 

time you want to get help on something, just press the F1 

key, and a help window should pop up. 

This concludes the brief learning experience of file 

management. Remember, you've only scratched the sur-

face here.  

This is similar to learning chess. Many people think 

that when they have learned to move the pieces, that they 

know how to play chess - but they are a long way from 

being a "chess player." The name of the game is practice. 

This lesson is just a start towards a better understanding 

of that marvelous machine you have at your fingertips. 

(File Management Part Two Continued from page 6) 

It's never easy to overcome innate nerdity, a serious 

Internet addiction, or a hard-core computer gaming habit, 

but trying usually isn't as painful as kidney stones.  

Here's how: 

¶ Let go of the mouse. 

¶ Turn off the computer. 

¶ Play a game of solitaire with a real deck of cards. 

¶ Eat something other than taco chips. 

¶ Get some sleep in bed rather than on your 

keyboard. 

¶ Next time you wake up in the middle of the night 

to go to the bathroom, don't tell everyone on your 

ICQ list about it. 

¶ Open a window without turning your computer 

back on (yes, it is possible). Very gradually 

expose your eyes to increasingly bright light so 

as to avoid damage or permanent sun blindness. 

¶ If you see someone, say "Hi" to them instead of 

trying to make the modem connect sound. 

¶ Visit a friend that you haven't spoken to in years 

because they don't have an email address. 

¶ Have ".com" officially removed from behind 

your name. 

How To Get A Life 
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Ed Ostrowski  

A few days after Ed Ostrowski spoke 

about digital cameras at the BRCS 

December meeting, I tracked him down. 

Ostrowski, 77, President of SeniorNet 

provides history: ―IBM was one of the original sponsors 

of the SeniorNet Learning Center of Boynton Beach. It is 

a non-profit, 501 © 3 corporation run by 35 to 40 

volunteers. Our motto is ―seniors teaching seniors.‖ 

SENIORNET 

Oftentimes seniors receive a computer as a gift from 

their adult children. SeniorNet teaches seniors to use the 

computer—not fear it, so they have the ability to 

communicate with their children, and grandchildren, on a 

regular basis.  

SeniorNet began in 1995 with three students in a 

basement classroom. In 2003, ‗04, and ‗05, we taught 

1,000 students each year. In 2008 our attendance went 

down to 500, that is why we are putting more emphasis 

on digital photography—to attract a wider group of 

students.‖ 

CLASS SIZE 

No more than 15 students per class are enrolled for the 

regular classes. Each student has their own Dell laptop 

computer to work on. Each class has an instructor, and 

two or more coaches, working as a team to assist in the 

learning process.  

CLASS LENGTH 

Classes are one, two or three sessions in duration, 

meeting for two hours each session. Reasonably priced 

computer instruction is offered due to generous sponsor 

contributions, and the all volunteer staff. 

Due to limited number of seats, a no-cancellation, no 

reschedule policy is in place. Once a person signs up for 

a class no refunds or reschedules are permitted.  

For current information and class schedules, visit their 

website at www.SeniornetBoyntonBeach.org. 

BACKGROUND 

The nine man volunteer board of directors of 

SeniorNet is chaired by Ed Ostrowski, who has flown a 

long way since graduating from Brooklyn Tech High 

School, then Pratt Institute with a degree in electrical 

engineering.  

6‘ 2‖ Ostrowski worked and traveled internationally 

for IBM for 32 years. In 1988 he was recruited by Asian 

Technology Co. (Astec) to become President. He and his 

wife moved to company headquarters in Hong Kong 

where he was responsible for ten companies, with 13,000 

employees, at plants throughout the world, including 

Malaysia, Singapore, U. S. and Great Britain. This 

company manufactured power conversion products for 

computers. 

Ostrowski retired from Astec in 1993 after five years 

of world wide travel more times than he can remember. 

Today, he resides in Delray Beach with wife Alexandria. 

They have been married 54 years, raised two daughters, 

and a son, and enjoy four grandsons. 

CONCLUSION 

He has become an expert at teaching digital 

photography, and photo editing using Adobe Photo Shop 

Elements 7.0.  

―I enjoy teaching,‖ says Ostrowski. ―Imparting 

knowledge, whether on computers or digital photography 

to people who want to learn provides me with great 

satisfaction.‖  

Meet a BRCS Member 

By Mort Mazor, mmazor1@hotmail.com 

An occasional series of profiles, about rank and file members of BRCS, and the 
hardware and software they use. 
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Jog Your Memory 

By Kim Komando 

With our hectic lifestyles, it is easy to forget little 

things. And, as the saying goes, the devil is in the details. 

So, you don't want to forget appointments and tasks. 

That's easier said than done. 

Fortunately, I have just the site that will help you out. 

Resnooze will send you reminders via e-mail. 

Just enter your e-mail address. Then, set the frequency 

of the reminders. You can be reminded daily, weekly or 

monthly. 

Then, add a title to the reminder. You'll receive your 

reminders on schedule. That means you can banish "I for-

got" from your list of excuses! 

http://www.resnooze. 

Copyright 2008 WestStar TalkRadio Network. Reprinted 

with permission. No further republication or redistribution 

is permitted without the written consent of WestStar 

TalkRadio Network.  

Visit Kim Komando and sign up for her free e-mail news-

letters at: http://www.komando.com 

Computer Magazines at Great Prices 

These prices are for new subscriptions and renewals. All 

orders must be accompanied by a check, cash or money 

order made payable to Herb Goodman, and mailed to: 

Herb Goodman,  Telephone: 561-488-4465 

8295 SunlakeDr.  Email: herbgoodman@bellsouth.net  

Boca Raton, Fl. 33496 

Please allow 10 to 12 weeks for your magazines to start. 

For renewals, you must supply an address label from 

your present subscription to ensure the correct start of 

your renewal. As an extra service, I will mail a renewal 

notice to every subscriber, three months prior to their 

expriration date. 

Note: In the last few years, many computer magazine 

subscribers have used my services, for the over 300 

titles I carry, also at excellent Prices. With almost 

everyone having email, they have just emailed me for a price, 

and I sent them the price, also via email. 

 1 YEAR 2 YEARS 3 YEARS 

Computer Shopper $16.95 $32.95 $47.95 

Mac Life $10.97   

Microsoft Sys. Journal $21.95 $39.95   

Maximum PC $9.95 $18.95 $27.95 

Microsoft System Journal $21.95 $39.95  

PC Magazine $14.95 $24.95 $35.95 

PC World $16.95   

Videomaker $11.95 $21.95  

Wired $10.00 $18.00  

Computers $1 Each 

1ea Dell Optiplex Gxa 

Pentium II 233MHz, 256 MB RAM 

1ea Dell Dimension XPS Pro 

Intel Pentium Pro 200 MHZ 

1ea Custom Tyan Dual Processor 

350 MHZ or 2 x 400 MHZ 

1ea Synco 15‖ VGA Monitor 

1ea keyboard 

1 ea mouse 

Contact 

(561) 279 2238 or enterprize@brcs.org 
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HELP-LINE FOR MEMBERS BRCS 

HELP-LINE is for BRCS members who need answers to 

technical questions, but cannot wait for the monthly 

meetings.  

Help-Line volunteers offer their time to assist BRCS 

Members only! 

If you call a volunteer long distance, and the call must be 

returned at a later time, the call may be returned collect.  

Note: Some volunteers will answer questions only by 

email.  

If you would like to become a Help-Line volunteer, 

notify an official at a general meeting. 

eBay 

Judith Yellen ................ judith@judithconsignments.com 

eBay 

Pamela Tabak ............................ computertutor@brcs.org 

Hardware 

Ray Sollberger ........................................... (561)487-2854 

HTML 

Jerry Bartzoff (email only) ........... jbartzoff@comcast.net 

MS Office Suite 

Pamela Tabak ............................ computertutor@brcs.org 

MS Outlook 

Pamela Tabak ............................ computertutor@brcs.org 

Outlook Express 

Bob Balogh ..................................... helpbrcs@yahoo.com 

Scanners 

Oscar Segal ................... 561-499-9873 or oscar@brcs.org 

Windows XP 

Bob Balogh ..................................... helpbrcs@yahoo.com 

Windows Vista 

Pamala Tabak ............................ computertutor@brcs.org 

Paint Shop Pro 

Murray Apfel .................................. mlapfel@comcast.net 

PLEASE REMEMBER: 

When you call the help-line, the people who answer are 

volunteers. please treat them courteously. Ask if this is a 

good time and schedule a convenient time if it isn't.  

Helpline contacts are not paid employees. They are 

fellow club members, who have volunteered to try to 

assist you. Please interact with them as such. 

PERSONAL ADS 

We are happy to run a personal ad, free of charge, 

for members of BRCS.  

Items must be computer related hardware or 

software.  

Send information, with a subject line beginning with 

the words BRCS Personal Ad, via email to: 

brcssefc@earthlink.net 

Need Help 
At Home Or On The Internet? 

The following club members make house calls to 

assist with any problems you might have with your 

PC or laptop.  

They have different skill levels, areas of expertise, 

and will charge different rates.  

The listing of any name does NOT constitute a 

recommendation by BRCS of the person providing 

the service. 

Call for pricing and / or making an appointment. 

Bob Dobski  561-265-0437 

Richard Miller  561-393-5813 

Herb Goodman 561-488-4465 

 herbgoodman@bellsouth.net 

Lee Reynolds  954-972-4961 

Ray Sollberger  561-487-2854 
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Meeting / SIG Information 
Locations 

Coco Wood Clubhouse,  

6269 West Atlantic Avenue, Delray Beach (across from 

Home Depot). 

Patch Reef Park -  

Exit I-95 at Yamato Road. Go West to second left turn 

after Military Trail (approximately 1/4 mile). Patch Reef 

Park is on the South side of Yamato Road. 

South County Civic Center 

On Jog Road, four or five blocks South of Linton Boule-

vard (opposite the Morikami Japanese Gardens). 

Sheriffôs Office,  

345 S. Congress Ave., Delray Beach.  

(Please leave the last parking space open for the in-

structor. He/she has a lot of equipment to bring in for 

the class. It is impractical for the SIG Leader to carry it 

all from the general parking lot.) 

Meetings 

Board Meeting 

2nd Monday, 7:30 p.m. at Patch Reef Park. 

General Membership Meeting 

3rd Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. at South County Civic  

Center. Q & A Tables start at 6:15 PM. 

Special Interest Group (SIG) Locations 

Hardware & Software, Paint Shop Pro, Windows XP/

Vista, & eBay Buying and Selling SIGs. 

Sheriff‘s Office, Room 219 

Advanced Mutual Fund Investing 

Sheriff‘s Office, Room 108 

Digital Photography  

Patch Reef Park  

Out-of-The-Box (Temporarily Suspended) 

Coco Wood Clubhouse 

Special Interest Groups 
 

Advanced Mutual Fund Investing 

Purpose: Advanced research of mutual funds market. 

Contact:  Murray Apfel: mlapfel@comcast.net;  

Gary Elsner 

GElsner@AnalyticFinancialSolutions.com 

Meets:  Fourth Tuesday, 7:00 PM 

Digital Photography  

Purpose: Getting the most out of Digital Cameras.  

Contact: Gerald Dinerman 736-5601;  

Marvin Wolf (637-9592) 

Meets:  First Wednesday, 1:30 PM  

eBay Buying and Selling 

Purpose: To learn how to navigate eBay and buy and 

sell safely. 

Contact: Judith Yellen: 

judith@judithsconsignments.com 

Meets: Third Tuesday, 7:00 PM 

Hardware & Software 

Purpose:  Discussions & hands-on hardware demos. 

Contact: Ray Sollberger (561) 487-2854 

Meets: Fourth Tuesday, 7:00 PM 

Out-of-The-Box (Temporarily Suspended) 

Purpose: Introduction to computer principles; The basics 

mostly for beginning users. 

Contact:  Jerry Flomen, 495-6465 or 

Philip Fein , 499-9357 

Meets: Fourth Thursday, 1PM  

Paint Shop Pro 

Purpose: Tutorials for beginners and professionals.  

Contact: Murray Apfel mlapfel@comcast.net 

Meets: Second Tuesday, 7:00 PM 

Windows XP/Vista 

Purpose: Using windows XP/Vista for pros & beginners. 

Contact: Richard Miller (561) 393-5813 

Meets: Second Thursday, 7:00 PM 
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Boca Bits Activities Calendars 

Be sure to check the BRCS website at  

http://www.brcs.org 

for locations, cancellations or changes, prior to the SIG or meeting you plan to attend. 

DAY MEETING TIME 

Wed  4 Digital Photography SIG 1:30 PM 

Mon  9 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

Tue  10 Paint Shop Pro SIG 7:00 PM 

Thu  12 Windows XP/Vista SIG 7:00 PM 

Tue 17 eBay Buying and Selling SIG 7:00 PM 

Wed 18 Question & Answer Tables 6:15 PM 

  General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Sat 21 Boca Bits Submission Deadline 1:00 PM 

Tue 24 Advanced Mutual Fund Investing SIG 7:00 PM 

  Hardware SIG 7:00 PM 

February 2009 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

       

       

DAY MEETING TIME 

Wed  4 Digital Photography SIG 1:30 PM 

Mon  9 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

Tue  10 Paint Shop Pro SIG 7:00 PM 

Thu  12 Windows XP/Vista SIG 7:00 PM 

Tue 17 eBay Buying and Selling SIG 7:00 PM 

Wed 18 Question & Answer Tables 6:15 PM 

  General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Sat 21 Boca Bits Submission Deadline 1:00 PM 

Tue 24 Advanced Mutual Fund Investing SIG 7:00 PM 

  Hardware SIG 7:00 PM 

March 2009 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
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For office use only 
Membership Number ______ Renewal Date___/___/___ Check No.______ Recommended By __________________ 

Member of 
The Florida 
Association of 
Computer User Groups 

 
Member of 

The Association of  
Personal Computer User Groups 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Boca Raton Computer Society, Inc. 

5030 Champion Blvd., G-6 #202 
Boca Raton, FL 33496-2473 

Membership is $45.00 per year and includes the monthly Newsletter, 
Help Lines, attendance at SIG meetings, webmail address, and more. 

First Name ______________________________ 
Address   _______________________________ 
City ____________________________________ 
State _______________  Zip ________________ 

Last Name ______________________________ 
Home Phone (     ) ________________________ 
Work Phone  (     ) ________________________ 
My Email Address _______________________ 

Sign-on Name ___________________________ Password _______________________________ 

(4-10 characters, alpha/numeric, must be in lower case) (4-8 characters, alpha/numeric, must be in lower case) 

We depend upon volunteers to maintain the quality and efficiency of the organization. Your participation will not 

only help the club, but help you become more proficient on the computer. Please let us know your fields of interest. 

1.________________ 2.________________ 3.________________ 4._______________ 

 

Community Computer Clubs that you belong to: 

Alternate Address (for our Snowbirds) 
Do you want your newsletter, Boca Bits, mailed to another address for part of the year? If yes, complete the following: 

Address  _______________________________ 
City  ___________________________________ 
State _______________ Zip ________________ 

Home Phone (     ) _______________________ 
Dates: From __________ Through __________ 

mm/dd/yy mm/dd/yy 



About The Boca Raton Computer Society    

Boca Raton Computer Society, Inc 

5030 Champion Blvd., G-6 #202 

Boca Raton, FL 33496-2473 

Since 1983, members of the PC User 
Group of Boca Raton, now the Boca Raton 
Computer Society, Inc., have been helping 
one another use and learn about computers.  

We have nearly 500 members, including 
computer professionals, business owners, 
home users, and novices.  

We welcome hundreds of visitors to our 
meetings each year. Network with others 
who share your interests! 

GENERAL MEETINGS 
(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC) 

General meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday of each month, at the South 
County Civic Center, 16700 Jog Road in 
Delray Beach, Florida.  

The Civic Center is on the east side of Jog 
Road, between Clint Moore Rd. and 
Linton Blvd., opposite Morikami Park. 

At 6:30 p.m. several QUESTION and 
ANSWER sessions are held to offer 
assistance to those seeking help with 
various computer topics. These sessions 
are staffed by club members.  

The formal meeting begins at 7:30 p.m., 
with most meetings featuring presentations 
by outside speakers including Microsoft, 
IBM, Adobe, Corel, etc.  

The Board of Directors meets on the 
second Monday of each month, at 7:30 
p.m., at Patch Reef Park on Yamato Road, 
just west of Military Trail, in Boca Raton. 
Members are welcome to attend. 

SERVICES 

BRCS members receive our monthly 
newsletter, Boca Bits, which provides 
information about meetings, SIGS, and 
includes articles by prominent writers, 
about current computer-related topics. 

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) are 
smaller meetings which explore specific 
topics in greater depth, such as Graphics, 
Hardware, Software, Windows, Scanners, 
email and Internet, to name a few. 

Although we support the sharing of Public-
domain and user-supported software, the 
BRCS strongly opposes illegal distribution 
of copyrighted software. 

From time to time, the BRCS arranges 
group purchase discounts on major 
hardware and software items. 

DUES (U.S. address only) 

Membership is $45 per year and includes 
the monthly newsletter, Help Lines, atten-
dance to SIG meetings, webmail address 
and more.  

Dues may be paid at the general meetings 
or mailed to the address listed below.  

Visit the Boca Raton Computer Society‘s Web Page on the Internet 

http://www.brcs.org 


