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In this session we will learn how to use 

different browsers such as: 

Internet Explorer 8 

Firefox 

Google Chrome 

Opera.  

You will see that most of them have the 

same features and security. 

First there will be a short PowerPoint 

presentation, followed by a live demo of 

each of the browsers covered. 

Come and explore different ways to enjoy 

the wonders of the internet.  

Browser Wars  

Presented by 

Paul Nappo , BRCS Member 
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New Photo 

As you can see above, I have updated my photo for the 

newsletter. I have also sent this to our BRCS Webmaster 

to be used on www.brcs.org. 

Many have told me that I looked too stuffy in the old 

photo, saying the tuxedo was way too formal. I agreed 

with this feeling, but for some reason never got around to 

using a newer, more informal photo. 

I hope this new photo will be more pleasing, and I 

know it more accurately reflects my circumstances, as the 

other was taken when I was on a cruise (over ten years 

ago), at the formal night. I would love to once again be 

able to take a long cruise like that, and do still have my 

tuxedo, but like most everyone in these economic times 

can not afford such a luxury. 

Summer Season 

We are entering the summer season, so a lot of 

our members, and those of our affiliated chapters, 

have gone North not to return until September, or 

later. 

We will continue to have our regular meetings, as well 

as most of our SIGs, during this time, for those of us who 

do not leave the area. 

This is a great opportunity to learn even more, due to 

the smaller audience, and more individualized answers. 

Hurricane Season 

June is the beginning of hurricane season here in 

South Florida, and I hope everyone is prepared, and if so 

all the preparations are not needed. 

It is important that you check our website, 

www.brcs.org, frequently, as any last minute 

cancellations of SIGs or general meetings will be posted 

there, in the event of a hurricane’s interference with our 

schedule. 

I urge you all to have a UPS (Uninterruptible Power 

Supply) connected to your computer equipment, if you 

do not already have one. A UPS can help keep you from 

having problems due to power surges and/or outages. 

Even though you have a UPS, it will not protect you 

from a direct lightning strike, so I would also advise you 

to disconnect your computer equipment completely, 

including phone lines, cable hook ups, etc., whenever 

you are not actively using it and thunderstorms, never 

mind hurricanes, are likely. 

Personally, I also disconnect my TVs, and accessories, 

completely also, as the same problems are possible with 

any electronic equipment. 

Steve Costello 

June 2009 

Steve Costello 

Boca Raton Computer Society 
Presidentõs Message 
By Steve Costello, President, BRCS 

Communications from the President of Boca Raton Computer 
Society, regarding important issues and information. 

"Programming today is a race between software engineers striving to build bigger and 

better idiot-proof programs, and the Universe trying to produce bigger and better idiots. 

So far, the Universe is winning."  

Rich Cook. 
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Introduction 

This is part one of a two part article on this topic. 

Now, before anyone feels that I'm out of line for referring 

to someone as a dummy, I want to make it clear that I 

was the networking dummy in question, for many years.  

While I build and repair my own computers, and have 

written considerable software, I was always very weak on 

networking. However, lately I've graduated from dummy 

school, thanks to some good hardware and software, and 

more experiences with my home network. 

I thought I'd share my old, and new experiences, with 

you, as they have come from many years of frustrating 

activities, associated with my home wireless network.  

This article will not go into the complete aspect of all 

types of networks, but is limited to home networks, 

which are what many of you already have, or are possibly 

contemplating having in the near future.  

HOME NETWORK PURPOSES 

Allowing multiple computers to share the internet, is 

the usual purpose of a home network. My Internet Ser-

vice Provider (ISP) is Comcast.  

Most homes use either the local cable company, which 

is Comcast here in Boca Raton, or a DSL (digital sub-

scriber line) from the landline phone company (AT&T 

here in Boca).  

A secondary purpose can be accessing stored files on 

other computers on the network, or sharing devices such 

as printers installed on other computers. 

WIRELESS ROUTERS 

Most home networks use a wireless router. This is a 

unit which allows multiple devices (usually computers) 

to be plugged into it, and also provides a wireless signal 

which broadcasts in all directions, so that computers 

which have a wireless adapter (either via an internal card, 

or a USB plug-in wireless adapter) can connect to the 

Internet 

My Networking Task & Troubles Back In 2002 

First, here's a commentary of what occurred, some 

years back, in my first brush with home networking. 

I decided that I wanted a wireless network, as I had 

two computers, and I wanted both to have access to the 

Internet . Since it would have been very inconvenient to 

run an ethernet cable from my main computer's router to 

the second computer, I opted for a router with wireless 

capability. 

MAIN COMPUTER SET UP 

I purchased a Linksys wireless router, since Linksys 

was one of the biggest names in this product area, then I 

installed the router, and connected my main computer via 

an ethernet cable, which uses RJ-45 connectors. These 

connectors look like the connectors on telephones, but 

they are larger. I connected my Adelphia computer mo-

dem to my new router, and just assumed that all would 

work right away. Of course, nothing worked to start off.  

There was no installation CD disc, but there were 

many pages of manual instructions on what one had to do 

to set things up. The complexity of the instructions was 

mind boggling, so I called Linksys support - which was 

in the Philippines.  

(Continued on page 6) 

Networking For Dummies (Part 1 Of  2) 
By Ron Hirsch, BRCS Member & Contributing Editor 
Contact Ron at: Ronhirsch1439@comcast.net 

If you find this material useful, you may want to download this article 
in PDF format, from our web site www.brcs.org. 

This allows readers to keep the material either as a PDF file, and/or 
print it out, and place it in a looseleaf notebook, for future reference. Ron Hirsch 
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Tech support worked by rote. They followed various 

sets of instructions, and most of the support staff really 

was not that capable. I also called Adelphia tech support, 

finding someone “network knowledgeable” there was 

also quite difficult.  

After several days of back and forth calls, and speak-

ing to quite a number of different persons, I finally got 

my main computer (which was hard wired to the router) 

online and working properly with my Internet connection. 

SECOND COMPUTER SET UP 

Next came getting my #2 computer connected to the 

router, via the wireless capability. I had bought a Linksys 

USB wireless adapter. It also had nothing much in the 

way of information on how to use it, and no install CD.  

I connected the wireless adapter to machine #2, and 

guess what - nothing happened. So, it was back onto 

Linksys tech support. I must have spent eight to ten hours 

fumbling around, while talking to Linksys support. We 

tried everything, but we could not get the second com-

puter to connect to the Internet. 

Finally, the Linksys tech support person advised me 

that he could only suggest one final step. There was a free 

program available on the Internet, called “Boingo” - some 

name! He gave me the URL to that page, which was not a 

Linksys page. He suggested that I download and install it, 

and it would get my wireless adapter connected up, so I 

did, and amazingly 5 minutes later, I realized success.  

So why couldn't Linksys have some similar software 

included with the wireless adapter? 

TASK NOT QUITE FINISHED YET 

I noted that when my #2 computer finally made it on 

line, that the received wireless signal was quite weak. Out 

of a possible 5 bars of signal strength, it hopped back and 

forth between one and none, so I did some investigating, 

and learned that the large distance between my wireless 

router, and the #2 computer was right at the max usable 

distance. Checking around, I found, on the Linksys site, a 

“booster amp”, that was designed to work with my router. 

There were even four recessed holes on the top of my 

router, to hold the four feet of the booster amp. 

So I bought this amp, and finally the install went 

smoothly. Since it was nothing but an amplifier, there 

were no settings or adjustments. It did improve the signal 

strength slightly, and I now had a solid one bar reading. 

This was good enough to maintain Internet connectivity, 

but did give me a very slow connection.  

So after about 10 days of stumbling around, I finally 

got my system working. 

This picture is what the router and booster look like. 

The picture is actually the new router, with the old 

booster on top of it. The new and old routers are virtually 

identical in size. 

Moving Ahead In Time 

In mid April 2009, I suddenly started having problems 

with my main computer's Internet access, and then my 

wireless computers' access.  

After reviewing the symptoms, and running a few 

checks, I became convinced that my Linksys router had 

developed a problem. Because of its age (7 years), and 

the fact that it was an older 802.11b model, I decided that 

the simplest approach was just to get a new router. And, 

if I stayed with the Linksys WRT54GL, which was an 

802.11G unit, I could have the faster speed of the G se-

ries. And, the new router would accommodate my old 

booster, since it had the same mating holes to mount the 

booster. 

(Networking Part 1 Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 20) 

Figure 1 Router & Booster 
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Window Pains 
By Bob Balogh, President, BRCS 

Donõt forget to visit the BRSC Web Site at www.brcs.org for information 
about club programs, SIGs, meeting information etc. If you have any 
computer questions or problems or if there is any specific topic you would 
like to see discussed at my pre-meeting SIG why not e-mail me at  
help@bobbalogh.com.  Bob Balogh 

Vista Sleep 

I usually keep my computer on 24/7 except when we 

are getting many lightening strikes or unusual activity 

during the hurricane season. Most of the programs I run 

are run in the middle of the night so it is necessary to 

keep the computer running.  

I usually place it in the "sleep" mode. With Vista, I 

find that the computer was constantly waking up during 

the night. Searching for a solution I came across one for 

laptops. However my computer is a Desktop.  

The laptop solution basically said "allow this device to 

wake the computer".  

Thinking the same solution would be available to a 

Desktop I went to:  

Control Panel 

Device Manager 

Network Adapter 

Network Connection 

Properties 

Power Management Tab  

While the choices were different, I unchecked options 

that had wake on directed packet, wake on magic packet 

and wake on magic packet filter.  

Following this I clicked OK.  

Wake on LAN is now disabled and the computer will 

not awake from the "sleep" mode on its own.  

This will not affect your ability to get on the internet 

so don't worry. See figure 1. 

More Vista Essential Programs 

When I wrote the first article about Vista I informed 

you of a variety of Spyware programs I installed. At this 

point let's look at other programs that I feel are essential 

to a good computing experience.  

BELARC ADVISOR 

For starters take a look at Belarc Advisor.  

The address of this free program is http://

www.belarc.com/free_download.html.  
(Continued on page 19) 

Figure 1 Network Connection Power Management Tab 
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Hasta la Vista 
by Lee Reynolds, Member BRCS 

I'm told the literal meaning of "hasta la vista" in Spanish is "until the seeing." Or 
maybe a more adequate translation is "see you later."  

But in this column, I'm using that phrase to invite you to take a look at Microsoft's 
latest version of Windows: Vista. 

Windows Firewall 

The following is a very brief and basic description of 

the new version of Windows Firewall available in Vista: 

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/products/

windowsvista/features/details/firewall.mspx 

Windows Vista: Features Explained: Windows Firewall 

A much more detailed handling is given on this page: 

http://www.microsoft.com/technet/community/columns/

cableguy/cg0106.mspx 

The New Windows Firewall in Windows Vista and Win-

dows Server "Longhorn" 

TWO WAY 

Unlike the first version that was available in 2001 with 

Windows XP -- which was then called Internet Connec-

tion Firewall, and then was enhanced in SP2 (Service 

Pack 2) of XP and renamed Windows Firewall -- the new 

firewall in Vista filters traffic in both the incoming and 

outgoing directions regarding your PC. And unlike the 

improved version available with SP2 of Windows XP, 

you can configure the control of outbound traffic. 

CONFLICT WITH OTHER FIREWALLS 

If your computer uses another third party firewall, 

such as ZoneAlarm from ZoneLabs.com, or an internet 

security suite including a firewall, such as is available 

from various vendors like McAfee, Symantec, and Trend 

Micro, then it will always turn off usage of the Windows 

Firewall, because the two firewalls will likely conflict 

with one another. 

ACCESSING AND CONFIGURATION 

You access the firewall by going into Control Panel.  

By default, the new Windows Firewall blocks all in-

coming traffic that is not part of an exception rule, while 

it allows all outgoing traffic that is not blocked by an ex-

ception rule.  

The exceptions are handled on the Exceptions tab of 

the firewall's Control Panel dialog box. On the Advanced 

tab of this dialog box, you can configure which network 

connections your PC has that the firewall will operate to 

protect. 

There is also another part of the Windows Firewall 

configuration available which is harder to get at. This is 

the so-called Windows Firewall with Advanced Security, 

that can configure additional options through an MMC 

(Microsoft Management Console) snap-in. To get to this: 

click on Administrative Tools in the Start Menu, then 

choose Windows Firewall with Advanced Security. The 

instructions for using this interface are quite complicated, 

but you can download a Microsoft Word document with 

all the details from this web page: 

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?

FamilyId=DF192E1B-A92A-4075-9F69-

C12B7C54B52B&displaylang=en 

Introduction to Windows Firewall with Advanced Secu-

rity 

With the above snap-in, it is now possible for network 

administrators to configure Windows Firewall settings on 

remote computers without having to use a Remote Desk-

top connection.  

Another way to configure the advanced settings of the 

Windows Firewall is with a command-line interface, us-

ing the command NETSH ADVFIREWALL. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Offline Files 

If you have a network where there are important files 

that need to be updated by you, and possibly other users, 

you are aware of the problem of keeping all the various 

versions in synchronization. The Offline Files feature is 

meant to help in this regard.  

The original files are stored in a shared folder on the 

network, and users on other PCs that need to access them 

turn on the Offline Files feature, which causes Windows 

to automatically create copies of the network files on 

their computers.  

The files are also automatically synchronized with the 

network files whenever a reconnection is made to the net-

work versions. You can also choose to synchronize the 

different version manually any time you wish to. 

These two Microsoft web pages give a good introduc-

tion to the feature: 

http://windowshelp.microsoft.com/Windows/en-US/

Help/93a550df-34cd-4497-85d0-

8732602f59591033.mspx 

Windows Vista Help: Understanding offline files 

http://windowshelp.microsoft.com/Windows/en-US/

Help/02ecf57a-fa36-40be-a5c2-907f51cda1fe1033.mspx 

Windows Vista Help: Working with network files when 

you are offline 

MAKE AVAILABLE OR NOT AVAILABLE 

To make a network file or folder available offline, you 

right click it and then click Always Available Offline. 

To remove it from being available offline, you just 

right click again and then remove the check mark next to 

Always Available Offline. 

ACCESS 

The Offline Files feature can be accessed by clicking 

the Start orb, clicking Control Panel, clicking Network 

and Internet, clicking Offline Files, and then on the Gen-

eral tab clicking Enable Offline Files. 

DETERMINING ONLINE / OFFLINE 

You can very easily find out whether you are working 

with the network files directly (online) or your synchro-

nized copy (offline) by browsing to the network folder 

you're working on and checking the status field in the 

Details pane of the explorer window. 

It is possible to view all your offline files at once 

(which may be scattered among several network folders) 

by clicking the Start orb, clicking Control Panel, clicking 

Network and Internet, clicking Offline Files, and then on 

the General tab clicking View your offline files.  

SYNC CENTER 

You can synchronize all of your offline files at once, 

rather than individually by using Sync Center: click the 

Start orb, click All Programs on the Start Menu, click 

Accessories, click Sync Center, click Offline Files sync 

partnership, and then click Sync on the toolbar. 

This feature operates very similarly to how it did with 

Windows XP, but there are some improvements that have 

been made in Windows Vista. These are detailed on the 

Windows Vista Team Blog at this page:  

http://windowsvistablog.com/blogs/windowsvista/

archive/2007/01/29/working-with-offline-files.aspx 

Windows Vista Team Blog: Offline Files 

IMPROVEMENTS 

One improvement is that there is now a button in the 

Explorer window, when you are browsing the shared net-

work files and folders, which can force the change of 

status from working offline, to working online, and back 

again. 

Another improvement, with Vista, is that Windows 

will keep track of the changes between different versions 

by means of blocks modified on the hard drive, and then 

when you synchronize changes made on the client with 

the server, only those modified blocks are re-written, 

which makes this part of the process much faster. This 

optimization technique is not used in synchronizations in 

the other direction, from server to client machines. 

(Hasta la Vista Continued from page 8) 
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The Start Menu And Its Properties 

As you can see from the screenshots below, the Win-

dows 7 Start Menu is very similar to the Vista Start 

Menu. 

 

One difference is that doing a search in the search dia-

log box at the bottom will turn the entire Start Menu into 

a display of the search results.  

In Vista, the search results only occupied the left half 

of the Start Menu. 

(Continued on page 11) 

Exploring Microsoft Windows 7 Beta 1 
Part IV: 
What I've Discovered About Windows 7 (A) 

By Lee Reynolds, BRCS Member  

Lee continues an overview of what the new operating system might 
look like, as well as what it is likely to have for features. Lee Reynolds 

Figure 1 Vista Start Menu 

Figure 2 Win7 Start Menu Figure 4 Vista Start Menu Search 

Figure 3 Win7 Start Menu Search 
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DIFFERENCES 

If you right click the Start "orb" and select Properties 

from the Context Menu, then you can see a bit better 

some of the differences between Windows 7 and Vista.  

For example:  

There is no Classic Start Menu option.  

There is no option for using Large Icons.  

There are no links for Internet or E-mail.  

The check box for Printers in Vista has changed to one 

for Devices and Printers in Windows 7.  

There is a check box for Recorded TV. 

POWER BUTTON ACTION 

And one of the nicest options added to Start Menu 

Properties is the ability to switch the Start Menu Power 

button usage among these different options: Switch User, 

Log off, Lock, Restart, Sleep, Hibernate, and Shut Down. 

Taskbar Properties 

Right clicking the Taskbar, and selecting Properties, 

takes you to the Taskbar Properties window, as in previ-

ous versions of Windows.  

This is similar to Vista's with a few exceptions:  

There is no option for Keep on top of other windows. 

There is no option for Group Similar Taskbar buttons 

(they are always grouped.)  

There is no option for Show Quick Launch, since the 

Taskbar has been modified so that pseudo Quick 

Launch icons can be pinned to the Taskbar.  

There is no option for turning on or off windows pre-

views. 

The Notification tab has been replaced by a separate 

window in Control Panel, and will be covered later.  

On the Toolbars tab, Quick Launch, Windows Media 

Player, and Documents are missing options. 

A new feature is the ability to select the location on 

your screen of your Taskbar from the Taskbar Proper-

ties page. (Always before, in previous versions of 

Windows, you had to drag the Taskbar to one of the 

four edges of the screen.) 

See Figures 8 and 9 on the following page. 

 

(Windows 7 Beta Part IV (A) Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 16) 

Figure 5 Vista Start Menu Properties 

Figure 6 Win7 Start Menu Properties 

Figure 7 Win7 Power Button Action 
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The e-mail from PayPal said I'd sent $400 to a gaming 

firm in Germany. It's a dopey phishing expedition, I 

thought, and authentic-looking, for sure, but nothing to 

worry about. 

The trouble was that when I logged on to PayPal, I 

really did have a $400 withdrawal. It was clear that 

someone had my password. 

Quick Password Tips 

Here are the three essential things you need to know 

about password security: 

¶ Use a password generator, a program that will 

create a long, complicated password. 

¶ Don't ever use dictionary words, even if you stick 

in symbols, like bill$gate$. They're very easy to 

break using simple hacker programs. (LOL -- 

Thanks, Rod.) 

¶ Use a different password for every important site. 

Using the same password on every site, especially 

critical ones, such as banking, is risky. Imagine 

using your one password on an unsavory, and 

possibly unscrupulous site. With that golden 

password, and a few guesses on your login name -- 

stevebass, steve_bass, sbass -- and they're in like 

Flynn. 

Who's Got My Password? 

I contacted PayPal (888/221-1161), supplied the 

details, and they opened up a case. My account is frozen 

and I don't doubt PayPal will credit me for the loss. (As I 

started editing this newsletter, PayPay reversed the 

charges.)  

PayPal is investigating, but I don't think they'll ever 

find out how someone got into my account, though it was 

clear the person had my password. The rep said I 

probably fell for a well-crafted e-mail spoof. 

That's a blow to my ego. I see myself as suspicious -- 

verging on paranoid -- when it comes to phishing e-

mails. What better prize than bragging rights to hacking a 

PC World guy, right? So I'm as vigilant as my dog is 

when I try to get her to take a pill wrapped in peanut 

butter. (Hey, you can't fool me, pal, she probably 

thinks...) 

If an e-mail -- suspicious or not -- refers to any of my 

important accounts and provides a link to click, I ignore 

the offer. It's safer to manually type the URL into my 

browser's address field. And yes, I'll cover phishing 

hassles -- and ways to guard against it -- in a future 

newsletter. 

PASSWORD: Z24X680UBS4!44 

I'm also careful with my passwords and, at least until 

now, thought they were super stealthy. For example, on 

PayPal I used four numbers, a symbol, and three letters. 

According to Microsoft's Password Checker, my standard 

password pattern -- 1600%wtf -- is strong. But it could be 

better. 

Microsoft says that the most effective passwords are 

14 characters and have a combination of upper and lower 

case letters, numbers, and a symbol or two. For example, 

z24x680uBS4!44 is strong enough for them to call it 

"best." 

(Continued on page 21) 

My PayPal Account's Been Hacked 
Written by Steve Bass, a former Contributing Editor with PC World, a 23 year 

veteran of PIBMUG, and a founding member of APCUG. steve (at) techbite.com 

He's also the author of PC Annoyances: How to Fix the Most Annoying Things about Your Personal Computer, 

OôReilly Press. It's available on Amazon at dirt cheap prices. http://snipurl.com/annoy2. This column originally 

appeared in Bass's TechBite newsletter. Subscribe to Bass's free weekly newsletter and read Bass's blog at 

www.snurl.com/techbiteblog. Contents copyright 2009, TechBite, LLC. 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorôs permission for publication by APCUG member groups; 

all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).  
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Introduction 

In just a few days we will be entering the 2009 hurri-

cane season. The horrendous 2008 season, where locally 

we suffered the devastation of Ike is still fresh in our 

memory, and the blue roofs in the area remind us of the 

disaster on a daily basis.  

A little over three years ago we suffered the double 

calamities of Katrina and Rita, and the havoc they 

wreaked locally. While we cannot prevent being struck 

by hurricanes, we can have access to timely and accurate 

information that we may use to prepare and make deci-

sions that could literally impact our lives.  

Fortunately for us, the internet has become one of the 

primary sources of information, providing the latest in 

timely and comprehensive information. 

National Hurricane Center 

One of the most widely used and respected sources of 

hurricane information is the National Hurricane Center 

(NHC) at www.nhc.noaa.gov. The NHC is the official 

federal government source of hurricane information, and 

has a plethora of information, graphics, maps, and other 

helpful information.  

While there are several private weather services that 

employ staffs of professional meteorologists, much of the 

raw data analyzed and prognosticated by these private 

organizations comes from the NHC, as the NHC is the 

source of satellite and radar imagery, aircraft reconnais-

sance, hurricane predictions and mapping, and other 

valuable resources. All of these technical resources can 

be accessed publicly at the NHC website.  

The NHC is the source of the hurricane advisories and 

warnings, all of which can be monitored in real time on 

the NHC website. Not just is the NHC information avail-

able on the website, but it is also available by RSS feed 

to any news reader, and as emails sent as soon as revised 

or updated information becomes available. For those who 

prefer audio over visual hurricane news, the NHC also 

pushes the information via audio and podcasts.  

The NHC possibly has the single most comprehensive 

data available on hurricanes and other tropical weather. 

This would be a good primary site, well worth book 

marking, for the absolute latest in hurricane information. 

National Weather Service 

The companion site with coordinated information 

about all national weather, including hurricane and tropi-

cal information, is the National Weather Service (NWS) 

website at www.weather.gov.  

Weather.gov has a tabbed header which will display 

specialized information. The tabs are Warnings & Fore-

casts, Graphical Forecasts, National Maps, Radar, Water, 

Air Quality, Satellite, and Climate. Each of the displays 

is interactive, and clicking on any spot on the maps dis-

played will open up the local information for that spot.  

Detailed local weather information can also be found 

by entering a city and state in the search box in the top-

left corner of the NWS webpage. I would suggest going 

to weather.gov, and entering your city and state in the 

search box (top-left corner), and then book marking your 

local weather. Opening that bookmark at any time will 

present the user with the latest comprehensive local 

weather information. 

(Continued on page 14) 

Online Resources for Hurricane Information  
By Ira Wilsker, APCUG Director; Columnist, The Examiner, 

Beaumont TX; Radio & Talk Show Host. iwilsker (at) apcug.net 

WEBSITES:  http://storm.ncsworks.com http://www.nhc.noaa.gov 

 http://www.weather.gov http://www.weather.com 

 http://www.beaumontweather.com 

 http://www.nlmoc.navy.mil/cgi-bin/main.pl?tropical 
Ira Wilsker 
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Weather.com 

For those who prefer a private commercial resource 

rather than a governmental source, weather.com is a lead-

ing weather information website.  

During hurricane season, weather.com incorporates 

publicly available information with its own staff of pro-

fessional meteorologists who make their own hurricane 

forecasts; these forecasts may agree or disagree with the 

official government forecasts, but provide a credible al-

ternative.  

Weather.com is affiliated with the cable Weather 

Channel, and has comprehensive private resources which 

supplement those of the NWS and NHC. Weather.com 

also offers detailed local weather by entering a city and 

state in the search box at the top of the web page. 

Weather.com also offers users the ability to customize 

their own weather page based on city or zip code, and 

display individually selected features, such as pollen lev-

els, cold and flu reports, airport delays, highway condi-

tions, and other specialized local information. 

Naval Maritime Forecast Center 

One of my personal favorite resources for hurricane 

information and maps is the U.S. Navy’s Naval Maritime 

F oreca s t  Ce n te r ,  i n  Nor f o l k ,  V i r g in i a 

(www.nlmoc.navy.mil/cgi-bin/main.pl?tropical).  

This site has an unclassified section on tropical 

weather that is very technical, but possibly has the best 

hurricane tracking and prediction map available. The in-

formation on the map is primarily from the NHC, but 

graphically shows the diameter and strength of the wind 

fields, as well as a chart showing the time and distance of 

the “Closest Point of Approach” (CPA), which are cities 

potentially in the path of the storm. Another chart on the 

map shows projected storm strength at different times in 

the future.  

For those who want a highly detailed tracking and pro-

jection map, this is the place to go. 

Souteast Texas Storm Sites  

Southeast Texas has been lucky to have some commu-

nity spirited individuals create highly localized hurricane 

and related disaster information. One local site that is 

very popular is Network Centric Solutions’ storm site at 

storm.ncsworks.com, headed “South East Texas Edition 

– Jefferson, Hardin, Orange”. This site may possibly 

have the most comprehensive local information regarding 

hurricane and other disaster information. One cute feature 

of this site is the ability to send information directly to 

compatible cell phones. The website has an interactive 

local weather map based on Microsoft’s Virtual Earth, an 

animated weather map from AccuWeather, local weather 

conditions from the Weather Channel, and a variety of 

other resources. On the site are links to local traffic cam-

eras, the Entergy Power Outage Map, evacuation route 

traffic cameras, a household storm preparation guide, and 

other helpful pre- and post-storm information. This infor-

mation can also be sent as “tweets” to Twitter users, be 

found on Facebook, and blogged at setx-

storm.blogspot.com. Network Centric Solutions and its 

webmaster, Desi Ramsey, should be commended for the 

excellent service this website provides the community. 

One of the best kept secrets in southeast Texas is what 

may be the oldest local weather page still operating 

(since March, 1994). That is my weather page, the 

“ G o l d e n  T r i a n g l e  W e a t h e r  P a g e ”  a t 

www.beaumontweather.com. During hurricane season I 

load my hurricane template which includes hurricane real

-time statements from the NHC, and a variety of storm 

projections from the NHC and the U.S. Navy. My 

weather page in non-commercial (no commercial adver-

tising), and still gets millions of hits. I joke that my 

weather page is run by an all volunteer committee of one. 

Conclusion 

With hurricane season fast approaching, now is a good 

time to become aware of what is available online, and 

bookmark those of interest. The preparation information 

should be reviewed, and plans made now in the event of 

another major storm. This information can literally be a 

lifesaver. Take advantage of it now while there is still 

time. 

(Online Hurricane Information Continued from page 13) 
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Outside Articles This Month 

There are two articles this month, one obtained 

through the APCUG (Association of Personal Computer 

User Groups) PUSH article program. The following 

explains the program: 

Bonus Newsletter Articles 

Every month, APCUG sends articles to 

UG Editors for use in their newsletters. 

The articles are written by UG members, 

professionals, and occasionally vendors. 

They are an attractive option for Editors 

who would like help in filling out their 

newsletter.  

I usually use one or two articles, that I think are of 

interest, or are pertinent to the upcoming presentation 

subject, each month. 

These articles are mostly written by members, just like 

you, from computer user groups all over the country, and 

our own Ron Hirsch, Lee Reynolds, Pamela Tabak, and 

our new member Gerry Gerstenberg, have had articles 

included at various times. 

Now on to this month’s articles. 

MY PAYPAL ACCOUNT'S BEEN HACKED 

This article, which starts on Page 12, outlines the 

troubles Steve Bass, a former Contributing Editor with 

PC World, a 23 year veteran of PIBMUG, and a founding 

member of APCUG, encountered with having his PayPal 

account hacked. 

The article also describes how he has strengthened his 

password and security strategies, to keep something like 

this happening again. 

I think this article is very informative, and I know that 

after reading it, I will be strengthening my own 

passwords, especially to sensitive monetary access 

points. 

ONLINE RESOURCES FOR HURRICANE INFORMATION 

Hurricane season starts this month, so I thought this 

article from Ira Wilsker, who sends me columns he has 

written for The Examiner, in Beaumont Texas, which I 

can republish after they appear there, is very timely. 

Ira also contributes articles to the APCUG PUSH 

article program, and I have used some of his articles from 

there as well. 

This particular article appeared in the May 22, 2009 

issue, and though parts of it are specifically for Southeast 

Texas, should be helpful in obtaining information we in 

South Florida need as well. 

FEEDBACK 

Please let me know if you like these articles, and 

authors, and if you would like to see more from them.  

The author’s email address is usually included, so if 

you enjoy their writing, drop them an email and let them 

know, also let them know where it was that you read it. 

Comments Solicited 

Please send your comments and / or suggestions to: 

brcssefc@earthlink.net 

Please include a subject line, that begins with: 

Bits Comment 

This will enable me to quickly distinguish it from 

other emails. 

Editorõs Note 
By Steve Costello 

This is where the editor communicates with you, the reader. 

Here you will find information regarding upcoming changes in format 
and / or content. 



 16 JUNE 2009 BOCA BITS 

Control Panel 

The overall look of Control Panel in Windows 7 hasn't 

changed that much from Vista if you look at the two 

screenshots below: 

But there are a number of under-the-hood differences. 

First, there is no "Classic View" link in the left pane of 

Control, as there was in Windows XP and Vista. Instead, 

you click on the link for "All Items": 

Figure 10 shows the Classic view of Control Panel in 

Vista: 

Figure 11 shows Control Panel (All Items) under Win-

dows 7: 

In my Control Panel Classic view in Vista on my desk-

top pc, there are 58 different applets. In my Virtual Pc 

version of Windows 7, there are 57 under All Items. 

Now as you compare all the items in Vista and Win-

dows 7, you will see that there are a number of missing 

applets, a number of new applets, and a number of modi-

fied applets. 

MISSING AND REPLACED APPLETS 

Some of the missing applets in Windows 7 are: Add 

Hardware, People Near Me, and Windows Sidebar Prop-

erties.  

The Welcome Center applet of Vista has been replaced 

in Windows 7 by one called Getting Started.  

Since there are still Gadgets in Windows 7, but no 

Sidebar to mount them on, the Windows Sidebar Proper-

ties applet of Vista has been replaced by Desktop Gadg-

ets. 

(Windows 7 Beta Part IV (A) Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 23) 

Figure 9 Win7 Taskbar Properties 

Figure 8 Vista Taskbar Properties 

Figure 10 Vista Control Panel Classic 

Figure 11 Win7 Control Panel All Items 
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Computer and Technology Club 

Do you have a computer and don’t know how to make 

good use of it?  

Are you frustrated trying to do tasks that you just don’t 

know a thing about?  

Do you feel left out and old fashioned because you 

don’t even want to go near a computer?  

You know that the world is advancing around you and 

it seems that everyone is exchanging e-mail with their 

grandchildren and paying bills on line.  

You hear about using Google for information and how 

neighbors are sending photographs via the Internet for 

friends and family to enjoy. 

You can get on the bandwagon, and you don’t even 

have to leave Cascade Lakes to learn, and become a com-

puter user.  

We have teachers right in our midst, and lecturers 

come here to help us learn. Start to open your mind to 

learn about this wonderful addition to our lives.  

The club meetings are free, and there is no member-

ship fee to join. Just come and listen. It will be wonderful 

time you spend in our community. 

The Cascade Lakes Computer and Technology Club 

consistently brings our community important and helpful 

topics that enhance our computer knowledge and skills. 

April 20 Meeting — Security & Maintenance 

Another informative, and valuable program, was given 

on Monday morning, April 20 by Bob Balogh, of the 

Boca Raton Computer Society; he spoke about Computer 

Security and Maintenance. 

Bob discussed many reasons why we should maintain 

our computers. They included:  

speed up start up time and internal running 

keep spy ware and viruses out 

avoid computer breakdowns 

add life in years to the computer 

avoid error messages and freezing 

save data 

save money  

He discussed internal maintenance programs including 

system restore, add and remove programs, defragging, 

disk cleanup and the recycle bin. 

Important information regarding security included that 

only one anti-virus program may run on a computer, but 

you can have as many spy ware programs as you wish.  

Spy Ware Blaster is free and runs in the background. It 

prevents 12,299 problems from entering. 

MAY 18TH MEETING 

By the time you read this issue of Boca Bits, the May 

18 meeting of the club will have passed. If you weren’t 

there, you missed another educational discussion having 

to do with computer buzzwords. 

Suzanne J Wertheim 

May 18 Meeting – Buzzwords 

Marty Troum gave a most interesting presentation at 

the Cascade Lakes Computer and Technology Club meet-

ing on Monday night, May 18.  

The subject was Buzzwords, but the brevity of that 

title belied the extensive content of the talk. 

To give the discussion cohesiveness, Marty told a 

story of the genesis of the digital revolution. With the aid 

of his PowerPoint program, he started by taking us 

through some basic facts about binary digits (bits) and 

was off-and-running from there.  

His story went on to talk about all the developments 

that have come along since the digital revolution began.  

With each technological device mentioned, numerous 

buzzwords were incorporated into the narration. 

An extensive list of Marty’s buzzwords can be found 

at his web site (http://www.troumconsulting.com). It is 

five pages long in a PDF file and has about 65 entries. It 

can be accessed from the title Buzzword Table in the left 

column of topics. 

(Continued on page 18) 

Cascade Lakes Computer Club 
George Brucks, Milton Sherman, Co-Presidents 
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BANDWIDTH 

I’m always happy if I learn even one new thing when I 

go to these meetings. The discussion about the word 

bandwidth was of particular interest to me.  

In Marty’s Buzzword Table, the definition is: 

For computers, it’s the rate of data transfer in bits-per-

second. For signal processing, it’s the range of frequen-

cies in Hertz (cycles-per-second). 

In other words, how much room there is in the cable 

system to keep running everything that’s going on. I 

thought about how bandwidth affects me may be when I 

see tiling (breaking up) on my television screen or my 

computer creeps along at a snail’s pace.  

It seems to me that these may well be results of the 

system being crowded by the limitation of the bandwidth.  

The coaxial cable (copper wire) that I have in my 

home for receiving television transmission and computer 

service has a certain bandwidth that may be insufficient 

at times to keep all the activity on it moving well. With 

more and more choices being added to cable service, 

greater bandwidth is needed.  

It became apparent to me that the technology of fiber 

optic cable is an option that can remedy the insufficiency 

by providing greater bandwidth. 

Once again, the Cascade Lakes Computer and Tech-

nology Club brought the community a top-notch presen-

tation to help the residents be more computer savvy.  

If you haven’t been coming to these meetings, you’re 

missing a wealth of information.  

Watch for the announcement of the next meeting in 

the fall and save the date. Tell your friends to join you 

and make an evening of it.  

I know you’ll be impressed and learn something you 

didn’t know before. I always do. 

Suzanne J Wertheim 

Meeting Of 5/14/09 

It was like a schoolroom setting with only 25 students 

listening avidly to our presenter Dr. Gerald Dinerman 

doing an in depth program on “PICASA” 

The students (club members) that were there were 

searching for more ways to use this photo editing pro-

gram, and who better to show them than the very able 

BRCS Director, and SIG group leader, Jerry Dinerman. 

The small group lent itself to a session of many, many 

questions- for example: 

Can you make a CD of the photos stored? 

Can you take the wrinkles out of someone’s face? 

Can you make a collage of some pictures and be able 

to move the individual pictures around and also 

change the background color? 

Can you make a movie with a selected photo group? 

Can you email a picture or pictures with this program? 

To these questions, as well as others along the way, 

Jerry’s answer was a resounding YES, and he went on to 

demonstrate how these things could be done. 

All this made for a very successful presentation which 

was well received and enjoyed by everyone. 

Upcoming 

As there will be no meetings in June, July and August, 

this was a great finale for the season. 

Have a great summer. 

Lou Strumlauf ,President 

(Chapter News Continued from page 17) 

(Continued on page 22) 

Huntington Lakes Computer Club 
Lou Strumlauf, President 
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The program "builds a detailed profile of installed 

software and hardware, missing Microsoft hotfixes, anti-

virus status, CIS (Center for Internet Security) bench-

marks, and displays the results in your Web browser.  

All of your PC profile information is kept private on 

your PC and is not sent to any web server. What this 

means in plain English is that the program creates a list 

of all programs installed on your computer, together with 

any installation keys needed to install the program.  

After installing Belarc you should print it out, 6-8 

pages usually, so you have a list of all programs that are 

installed on your computer.  

Periodically reprint the information if you have in-

stalled new programs or uninstalled old ones.  

KEY PROGRAMS 

Without going into every program I have installed here 

are a few key programs.  

RAINLENDAR 

First off, I like to use the Rainlendar calendar on my 

desktop.  

It allows you to not only see a month at a glance but to 

list a weeks activities and the same time.  

As far as I am concerned this is essential to maintain-

ing my schedules.  

You can get this free download at rainlender.net. 

CODESTUFFSTARTER 

Another essential program, we have often discussed, is 

CodeStuffStarter. Starter allows one to view and manage 

all the programs that are starting automatically whenever 

operating system is loading.  

It enumerates all the hidden registry entries, startup 

folders' items, and some of the initialization files, so that 

the user could choose to temporarily disable selected en-

tries, edit them, create new, or delete them permanently.  

By right clicking on a program that starts when you 

boot your computer you can locate information on ex-

actly what the program does, and whether it is safe to 

stop it from running at startup.  

Needless to say stopping programs from running at 

startup will speed up your startup process. 

It also lists all the running processes with possibility to 

view extended process' information (such as used DLLs, 

memory usage, thread count, priorities etc.), or terminate 

selected process (even a Windows NT service, having 

enough access rights). 

You can download this freeware program at: 

http://codestuff.mirrorz.com/ 

CONCLUSION 

I will list other essential freeware programs in future 

articles. Meanwhile check out the ones listed above and 

see how you like them. 

Lastly, as we enter the hurricane season, you should-

consider installing an Uninterrupted Power Supply so 

you are not prone to either the problems caused by power 

surges, or power outages. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

(Window Pains Continued from page 7) 

COMPUTER HELP!! 

REPAIRS-TUTORING 

UPGRADES 

AT YOUR LOCATION!!! 

NETWORKING 

DSL-CABLE 

WIRELESS 

MALWARE REMOVAL 

FREE Pre-Purchase Advice 

SAVE MONEY 

10 Years Experience-A+ Certified 

561-372-1916 
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EXTENDED NETWORK 

By this point in time, I had my main desktop computer 

hard wired to the router, and two other desktops and a 

laptop wirelessly connected to the router. And yes, as I 

added computers 3 and 4 some years back, all things did 

not go smoothly. My laptop was the easiest. When I got it 

in 2004, it already had a wireless adapter built in. When I 

turned it on, it immediately found the wireless network, 

and was connected. 

The #3 desktop also had a built in wireless card, but 

getting it online was a struggle, similar to the first wire-

less connection. Finally, I did get it working, without 

having to resort to BOINGO. 

Coming in Part 2 

In part 2 of “Networking for Dummies”, I'll relate my 

experiences in installing the new Linksys router, and then 

getting all four machines running smoothly there. I was 

dreading going through what I'd been through in the past.  

This was a night and day difference from my first ex-

periences in 2002. The router came with an installation 

CD. And it installed the router and my main computer, 

“as smooth as silk”. 

When I started on the installs of the three wireless 

computers, there were a few hiccups. But I then went on 

line, to check out a program called “Network Magic”. It 

was touted as being the way to go when installing and 

configuring networks. They offered a free 7 day trial, 

which allows the user to install the software on up to 

eight computers, and let Network Magic do all the work 

for you.  

Since Network Magic was created by Cisco, and Cisco 

now owns Linksys, if you were using a Linksys router, 

most of the important software features would continue 

working forever, at no cost to the user.  

If you did not have a Linksys router, you could buy the 

lesser standard (up to 3 computers), or the Pro version 

(up to 8 computers), for $29.99 and $39.99 respectively. 

Conclusion 

This is the end of part 1 of “Networking for Dum-

mies”. Next month, the second part of this will cover in-

stalling my new router, and getting all 4 computers 

online, and talking to each other. This was indeed a real 

eye-opener for me. I was most happy to se that the setup 

and configuration had gone from a terrifying experience 

to a “walk-in-the-park”. 

(Networking Part 1 Continued from page 6) 
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Test your passwords on Microsoft's site and see how 

well they stand up. Then browse Microsoft's excellent 

Strong passwords: How to create and use them. I promise 

you'll learn something. http://tinyurl.com/2e7tmw 

Generating Strong Passwords 

Creating a strong password is easy, provided you don't 

try to think one up on your own. There are dozens of 

Web sites that'll create passwords, but I don't use any of 

them. The last thing I'll do is trust someone online 

watching me create new passwords. Instead, download 

Password Generator, a freebie, and crank out all sorts of 

14-character passwords. http://tinyurl.com/4j8e8 

Keeping Track of Your Passwords 

I just looked and counted roughly 220 sites I use that 

require a password. Some site passwords, however, are 

immaterial. For instance, I use a simple-to-remember 

word for spots I rarely visit, places such as newspapers 

that force you to register and log in just to read articles, 

or tech sites with forum messages. However, ever since 

the PayPal fiasco, I've changed every significant 

password on my system to a 14-digit gorilla. 

Remembering all those passwords is a PITA , so you 

ought to consider using a password management tool. 

There are lots available. Many people like KeePass , a 

freebie; others swear by LargeSoft's $30 Password 

Manager . I anticipate easily 100 e-mails -- no make that 

200 -- kvetching that I haven't mentioned your favorite. 

But as far as I'm concerned, RoboForm is the best one 

around, and I've used it since it was first introduced. 

RoboForm, The Master at Passwords 

RoboForm is a $30 program with more features for 

password management, privacy, and password 

identification than any other program I know. You 

provide RoboForm with all the vitals you might need to 

complete a site's form--name, address, phone numbers, 

and even credit card numbers. When you click the Fill 

Forms button, the program does just that. I've created 

multiple identities, each with different info.  

For instance, I have one with MasterCard info, another 

with VISA accounts. I have another identify I call 

"anonymous" that I use to fill in forms on sites that I'll 

never visit again. 

Enter data into RoboForm's Identity card and fill in 

online forms. Click a Web site from the RoboForm 

Passcard screen, and RoboForm transports your Web 

browser to the site, logging you in if necessary. Need an 

industrial-strength password? RoboForm will generate 

one for you. And don't worry about security: RoboForm 

is itself password-protected. The program will also safely 

send an encrypted password through e-mail to another 

RoboForm user. (I was recently discussing with my wife 

the fact that neither of us can function without it.) 

BTW, RoboForm foils keyloggers (programs that 

watch keystrokes) because instead of typing, RoboForm 

inserts characters into form fields. 

Here's a summary of RoboForm's features (http://

www.roboform.com/features.html), a comprehensive 

FAQ (http://www.roboform.com/faq.html) with answers 

to your most technical RoboForm questions and a way to 

compare the free and Pro versions (http://

www.roboform.com/why-pro.html). 

If you need portability, RoboForm2Go gives you the 

same protection when you carry your passwords on a 

flash drive and use it outside the office. Both the 

RoboForm program and your password files reside on a 

USB key, so you can take them from one computer to 

another. The tool costs $40, but if you buy it at the same 

time you get RoboForm, the price drops to $20. If you 

dig around, you'll occasionally find discounts. (Google 

RoboForm discount.) 

Siber Systems offers a 30-day trial of both products. 

They work in all versions of Windows and support IE 

and Firefox, but not Google Chrome, Opera, or a few 

other browsers. Take a look at the compatibility list. 

http://www.roboform.com/browsers.html 

There's lots more to say about password management, 

but I'm almost out of space. So while you're hot on the 

topic, read Bitmill's smart series of Password Security 

101 articles. They're less basic than you might imagine. 

http://www.thebitmill.com/articles/ 

(Continued from page 12) 
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Computer Classes 

May 18th. was the last of our computer classes for this 

season. For the last nine months, since September, we 

have had a series of classes covering Beginners (out of 

the box), through MS Word, Excel, Q & A Workshops 

(covering the “How-to’s”), plus George Brucks’ Geneal-

ogy Workshop, which was fascinating.  

Over 400 residents of Gleneagles have been active in 

the Computer Club this year, compared to 250 last year. 

Plans are being finalized for the September start of an-

other active winter. 

May 18, 2009 Meeting 

The Monday, May 18 meeting featured three of our 

own members, instead of an outside speaker.  

LIVE MESSENGER 

Josh Kalin showed us how to “download”, install and 

use Microsoft Windows Live Messenger 8.1.  

He called his daughter who is out of state and showed 

her on Video as well. He also called his house and had 

his wife Harriett talk and wave to us. Member Jim 

Bachner was another of his demo calls.  

Messenger requires everyone to be using the same ver-

sion of the software. 

SKYPE 

Marvin Silverston did the Skype demo starting from 

how to download the FREE version.  

He called a family member at work in NYC on com-

puter-to-computer and had a “clear” picture and audio.  

Marvin discussed the Skype charges for outside the 

USA or calls to a phone instead of a computer, all of 

which are very inexpensive. You can contract for a 

monthly fee if you wish.  

Skype appeared from the demos to be the better qual-

ity but using a later version of Messenger (9.0) might 

give better quality. 

TWITTER 

Jerry Bartzoff showed a PowerPoint presentation on 

Twitter, including the current “commercialization” by 

some news services and other companies.  

Our web site URL registrar, Go-Daddy is a company 

that is making use of Twitter to promote their business, 

and it’s Free too.  

Twitter is a social blog that allows you to “follow” a 

news item or person’s posted items.  

Twitter allows a registered user a maximum of 140 

characters per message so it’s cryptic but messages can 

contain links to other sites for full featured information. 

DOOR PRIZE 

We had a door prize drawing for a one year subscrip-

tion to Smart Computing, which was won by our Presi-

dent, Jerry Bartzoff. He said he needed to renew his sub-

scription this month so was the “fix-in”? 

Upcoming 

PROGRAMS 

Our next meeting will be September 21 and Program 

Chair has signed up a list of very interesting speakers for 

our Monthly meetings, which are the third Monday at 

2:30 p.m.  

If you know of anyone who is proficient in “Voice 

Recognition” please contact Jack as he is very interested 

in that as a program. 

CLASSES 

Classes will begin in September and the schedule will 

be posted on our web site www.gleneaglescomputer.org.  

To accommodate the strong resident interest, we have 

recently added 4 additional HP-17” laptops and have 12 

student work stations setup including our printer, TV and 

projector and screen displays, all on our wireless net-

work.  

Have a great summer. 

(Chapters Continued from page 18) 

Gleneagles Computer Club 
Jerry Bartzoff, President 
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The Printers applet of Vista has been replaced by one 

called Devices and Printers. Besides printers, this new 

applet can also handle devices that are connected exter-

nally to the computer, including devices connected wire-

lessly or over the network, through USB cables, Blue-

tooth, Wireless USB, Wi-Fi or other wireless connec-

tions. 

System Restore in Vista was one of the tasks in the left 

pane of the window for the System applet. Under Win-

dows 7, it has its own applet called Recovery. 

Windows Security Center is another applet in Vista 

that has been redistributed differently in Windows 7. Se-

curity Center enabled you to handle the Firewall, Auto-

matic Updating, use of an Anti-virus program and the 

handling of malware by Windows Defender. It also al-

lowed you to turn on User Account Control if it was dis-

abled.  

Vista also had an applet called Problem Reports and 

Solutions which allowed you to research and report prob-

lems in your computer. In Windows 7, most of this is 

handled in the new applet called Action Center. 

Vista’s feature called User Account Control aggra-

vated a lot of people because it was so continually intru-

sive on their attempts to do anything with their com-

puters. Many people turned off UAC in Vista, even 

though this made them much more vulnerable to the in-

troduction of malware on their pcs. Windows 7 has a new 

version of User Account Control which is much more 

versatile and less intrusive. You use a slider bar to adjust 

between 4 different settings. The top setting corresponds 

to Vista’s only setting of UAC “on.” The bottom setting 

corresponds to Vista’s setting of UAC “off.” In between 

are two intermediary settings:  

1) notify me when programs try to make changes to 

my computer, but don’t notify me when I make 

changes to Windows settings 

2) notify me only when programs try to make changes 

to my computer (do not dim my desktop.)  

Option 1 above is the default option when Windows 7 

is installed. 

NEW APPLETS 

There are a number of other new applets in Windows 7 

with no counterpart in Vista, including: 

ClearType Text Tuner, which helps make the text on 

the screen easier to read 

Credential Manager, which helps manage user 

names and passwords and other credentials used to log on 

to websites, other computers, etc. 

Default Location, which can be used to store your zip 

code, country/region, and latitude and longitude for use 

when there is no location sensor such as a GPS receiver 

attached to the computer 

Display, which allows a choice between Smaller, Me-

dium, and Larger sizes for text and other items to make 

the screen easier to read 

HomeGroup, which is the new way of sharing data 

and other resources in a home network environment 

Notification Area Icons, which allows control of 

which icons and notification messages appear in the No-

tification Area of the Taskbar 

RemoteApp and Desktop Connections, which allows 

you to connect to desktops and programs at your work-

place; this takes the place of the Remote Desktop and 

Remote Assistance capabilities of Windows Vista and 

XP 

System Icons, which allows control of the following 

icons and notifications in the Notification Area of the 

Taskbar: Clock, Volume, Network, Power, and Action 

Center 

Troubleshooting, which allows access to various 

troubleshooting wizards on computer problems under the 

following general categories: Programs, Hardware and 

Sound, Network and Internet, Appearance and Personal-

ization, System and Security. 

Most of the other applets that Vista and Windows 7 

have in common have either not changed at all, or have 

relatively minor differences. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

(Windows 7 Beta Part IV (A) Continued from page 16) 
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BRCS Memberõs Help Line 

This help line is for BRCS members who need answers 

to technical questions, but cannot wait for the monthly 

meetings. Help-line volunteers offer their time to assist 

BRCS Members only! 

Note: Some volunteers will answer questions only by 

email.  

If you would like to become a Help Line volunteer, 

contact: 

Help Line Coordinator Larry Jablon: 

Phone: (Noon to 10PM only) (561) 368-8028 

Email ljablon@juno.com. 

Digital Photography 

Jerry Dinerman ............................. gerald@dinerman.com 

eBay 

Judith Yellen ................ judith@judithconsignments.com 

General Computer Questions 

Larry Jablon ................................................ 561 368-8028 

 .................................................... Afternoon and Evenings 

Hardware 

Ray Sollberger ........................................... (561)487-2854 

HTML 

Jerry Bartzoff (email only) ........... jbartzoff@comcast.net 

Most Any Topic (See list on her site) 

Pamela Tabak .................... http://tinyurl.com/ask-pamela 

Paint Shop Pro 

Murray Apfel .................................. mlapfel@comcast.net 

Skype (Telephone via the Internet) 

Luis Sanchez .............................................. 561 483-6771 

Windows XP, Vista, Most eMail Programs 

Bob Balogh ..................................... helpbrcs@yahoo.com 

Spanish Interpreter (Will relay questions) 

Luis Sanchez .............................................. 561 483-6771 

PLEASE REMEMBER: 

When you call the help-line, the people who answer are 

volunteers. please treat them courteously.  

Helpline contacts are not paid employees. They are 

fellow club members, who have volunteered to try to 

assist you. Please interact with them as such. 

PERSONAL ADS 

We are happy to run a personal ad, free of charge, 

and subject to space availability, for members of 

BRCS.  

Items must be computer related hardware or 

software.  

Send information, with a subject line beginning with 

the words BRCS Personal Ad, via email to: 

brcssefc@earthlink.net 

Computer Help At Your Home 
From a BRCS Member 

These club members make house calls. They have 

different skill levels, areas of expertise, and will 

charge different rates. 

The listing of any name does NOT constitute a 

recommendation by BRCS of the person providing 

the service. 

Call, or email, them for pricing, and to make 

appointments. 

Percy Alexander 561 483-4378 

Bob Dobski  561-265-0437 

Herb Goodman 561-488-4465 

 herbgoodman@bellsouth.net 

Richard Miller  561-393-5813 

Lee Reynolds  954-972-4961 

Ray Sollberger  561-487-2854 
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Meeting / SIG Information 

Locations 

Patch Reef Park 

Exit I-95 at Yamato Road. Go West to second left turn 

after Military Trail (approximately 1/4 mile). Patch Reef 

Park is on the South side of Yamato Road. 

South County Civic Center 

On Jog Road, four or five blocks South of Linton Boule-

vard (opposite the Morikami Japanese Gardens). 

Sheriff’s Office,  

345 S. Congress Ave., Delray Beach.  

Please leave the last parking space open for the 

SIG leader.  

He/she has a lot of equipment to bring in for 

the class. It is impractical for the SIG Leader to 

carry it all from the general parking lot. 

Meetings 

Board Meeting 

2nd Monday, 7:30 p.m. at Patch Reef Park. 

General Membership Meeting 

3rd Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. at South County Civic  

Center. Q & A Tables start at 6:15 PM. 

Special Interest Group (SIG) Locations 

Hardware & Software, Paint Shop Pro, & Windows 

XP/Vista SIGs. 

Sheriff’s Office, Room 219 

Advanced Mutual Fund Investing 

Sheriff’s Office, Room 108 

Digital Photography  

Patch Reef Park  

Special Interest Groups 

Advanced Mutual Fund Investing 

Purpose: Advanced research of mutual funds market. 

Contact:  Murray Apfel: 

mlapfel@comcast.net;  

or 

 Gary Elsner 

GElsner@AnalyticFinancialSolutions.com 

Meets:  Fourth Tuesday, 7:00 PM 

Digital Photography  

Purpose: Getting the most out of Digital Cameras.  

Contact: Gerald Dinerman 736-5601 

or 

 Marvin Wolf (637-9592) 

Meets:  First Wednesday, 1:30 PM  

Hardware & Software 

Purpose:  Discussions & hands-on hardware demos. 

Contact: Ray Sollberger (561) 487-2854 

Meets: Fourth Tuesday, 7:00 PM 

Paint Shop Pro 

Purpose: Tutorials for beginners and professionals.  

Contact: Murray Apfel mlapfel@comcast.net 

Meets: Second Tuesday, 7:00 PM 

Windows XP/Vista 

Purpose: Using windows XP/Vista for pros & beginners. 

Contact: Richard Miller (561) 393-5813 

Meets: Second Thursday, 7:00 PM 
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Boca Bits Activities Calendars 

Be sure to check the BRCS website at  

http://www.brcs.org 

for locations, cancellations or changes, prior to the SIG or meeting you plan to attend. 

DAY MEETING TIME 

Wed  3 Digital Photography SIG 1:30 PM 

Mon  8 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

Tue  9 Paint Shop Pro SIG 7:00 PM 

Thu  11 Windows XP/Vista SIG 7:00 PM 

Wed 17 Question & Answer Tables 6:15 PM 

  General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Sat 20 Boca Bits Submission Deadline 1:00 PM 

Tue 23 Advanced Mutual Fund Investing SIG 7:00 PM 

  Hardware SIG 7:00 PM 

June 2009 

S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

       

July 2009 

S M T W T F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 2 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

       

DAY MEETING TIME 

Thu  9 Windows XP/Vista SIG 7:00 PM 

Mon  13 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

Tue  14 Paint Shop Pro SIG 7:00 PM 

Wed 15 Question & Answer Tables 6:15 PM 

  General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Sat 18 Boca Bits Submission Deadline 1:00 PM 

Tue 28 Advanced Mutual Fund Investing SIG 7:00 PM 

  Hardware SIG 7:00 PM 
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For office use only 
Membership Number ______ Renewal Date___/___/___ Check No.______ Recommended By __________________ 

Member of 
The Florida 
Association of 
Computer User Groups 

 
Member of 

The Association of  
Personal Computer User Groups 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Boca Raton Computer Society, Inc. 

5030 Champion Blvd., G-6 #202 
Boca Raton, FL 33496-2473 

Membership is $45.00 per year and includes the monthly Newsletter, 
Help Lines, attendance at SIG meetings, webmail address, and more. 

First Name ______________________________ 
Address   _______________________________ 
City ____________________________________ 
State _______________  Zip ________________ 

Last Name ______________________________ 
Home Phone (     ) ________________________ 
Work Phone  (     ) ________________________ 
My Email Address _______________________ 

Sign-on Name ___________________________ Password _______________________________ 

(4-10 characters, alpha/numeric, must be in lower case) (4-8 characters, alpha/numeric, must be in lower case) 

We depend upon volunteers to maintain the quality and efficiency of the organization. Your participation will not 

only help the club, but help you become more proficient on the computer. Please let us know your fields of interest. 

1.________________ 2.________________ 3.________________ 4._______________ 

 

Community Computer Clubs that you belong to: 

Alternate Address (for our Snowbirds) 
Do you want your newsletter, Boca Bits, mailed to another address for part of the year? If yes, complete the following: 

Address  _______________________________ 
City  ___________________________________ 
State _______________ Zip ________________ 

Home Phone (     ) _______________________ 
Dates: From __________ Through __________ 

mm/dd/yy mm/dd/yy 



Boca Raton Computer Society, Inc 

5030 Champion Blvd., G-6 #202 

Boca Raton, FL 33496-2473 

About The Boca Raton Computer Society    
Since 1983, members of the PC User 
Group of Boca Raton, now the Boca Raton 
Computer Society, Inc., have been helping 
one another use and learn about computers.  

We have nearly 500 members, including 
computer professionals, business owners, 
home users, and novices.  

We welcome hundreds of visitors to our 
meetings each year. Network with others 
who share your interests! 

GENERAL MEETINGS 
(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC) 

General meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday of each month, at the South 
County Civic Center, 16700 Jog Road in 
Delray Beach, Florida.  

The Civic Center is on the east side of Jog 
Road, between Clint Moore Rd. and 
Linton Blvd., opposite Morikami Park. 

At 6:30 p.m. several QUESTION and 
ANSWER sessions are held to offer 
assistance to those seeking help with 
various computer topics. These sessions 
are staffed by club members.  

The formal meeting begins at 7:30 p.m., 
with most meetings featuring presentations 
by outside speakers including Microsoft, 
IBM, Adobe, Corel, etc.  

The Board of Directors meets on the 
second Monday of each month, at 7:30 
p.m., at Patch Reef Park on Yamato Road, 
just west of Military Trail, in Boca Raton. 
Members are welcome to attend. 

SERVICES 

BRCS members receive our monthly 
newsletter, Boca Bits, which provides 
information about meetings, SIGS, and 
includes articles by prominent writers, 
about current computer-related topics. 

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) are 
smaller meetings which explore specific 
topics in greater depth, such as Graphics, 
Hardware, Software, Windows, Scanners, 
email and Internet, to name a few. 

Although we support the sharing of Public-
domain and user-supported software, the 
BRCS strongly opposes illegal distribution 
of copyrighted software. 

From time to time, the BRCS arranges 
group purchase discounts on major 
hardware and software items. 

DUES (U.S. address only) 

Membership is $45 per year and includes 
the monthly newsletter, Help Lines, atten-
dance to SIG meetings, webmail address 
and more.  

Dues may be paid at the general meetings 
or mailed to the address listed below.  

Visit the Boca Raton Computer Society’s Web Page on the Internet 

http://www.brcs.org 


